School of Theology at Claremont 


MN un | 


Liturgy 
of the 


Bite A, bs : A 


ria 


=S‘POMONA COLLEGE LIBRARY ; 
2 it a = 
3 czas. PS a ES No. $x. BOE 
3 a bs ka AER = 


The Library 


of the 
School of Theology 
at Claremont 


1325 North College Avenue 
Claremont, CA 91711-3199 
1/800-626-7820 


A LENE RR ny, a 


LITURGY 


* 
Reformed Protestant Duteh Chee 
IN ; 
‘NORTH AMERICA. | xg 


al 

* —_———————__—_—- 
: . . & 
REPORTED TO THE GENERAL SYNOD, JUNE, 1856. 


——_—_——- 
* 


eae NEW- YORK: sath 
JOHN A. GRAY’S FIRE-PROOF PRINTING QFFICH, 
6-16: & 18 JACOB STREET, COR. FRANKFORT. 

18 356. 


Zz 


Toe 


. .\ 


4 


P ab ae Ee es 
AT CLAREMONT ie 
eo California seh ae 


+ 


. é 

W a ) ae, wes ae 

= Fr i: Bie F 

¥ 4 es ® 

9 rare piat ‘aA / op gt eeeiligs 
» & ——— 
7 a 
. 
- . 
1 - 


‘ 
4 
4 
: 
; 


PREFATORY NOTE. 


Tus Liturgy is set forth by the Church as a general expression 
of her views, as to the way in which the public services of religion 
should be performed. But none of these offices are of binding au- 
thority, save those for the administration of the sacraments. These 
being enjoined by the Constitution, (chap. iii. sec. 1, 2,) are obliga- 
tory upon all. The use of the rest, in whole or in part, is left to 
the discretion of ministers and consistories, as they may judge most 


conducive to edification. e 


i 


- _ »s x fi 
«-@ I 
Jee oe ee | 
"SC net ae ae 
~ jh teeta se the, 
Sins (elie 
Sines) ae oie 


——- 
> we Te 
aa 
: 
: 
. 
R 
, 
- 
> * 
bes, 
P 
’ * 


I. Toe ORDER oF PUBLIO WorsHIP, : 


CONTENTS. 


II. A Conression oF Sry, 
III. Bucsr’s Litany, . 


IV..AN ORDER FOR THE READING OF THE SORIPTURES IN 


PUBLIC WORSHIP, 
V. PRAYERS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS: 


1. 


PY FEY ee, bo 


Sa Se 


. 


10. 
ane 
12. 
13. 
14, 
15. 

16. 
Lk 


A Prayer before the Explanation of the Catechism, 


A Prayer after the Explanation of the Catechism, . 


A Morning Prayer, 

An Evening Prayer, 

A Prayer at the Opening of the otra 
A Prayer at the Close of the Consistory, 

A Prayer at the Meeting of the Deacons, 

A. Prayer for the Sick, 

A Prayer for Rain, 

A Prayer for Fair Weather, 

A Prayer for Peace, . : . « 
A Prayer in time of Pestilence, 

A Prayer for the Absent from Home, 

A Thanksgiving for Rain, 

A Thanksgiving for Fair,Weather, 

A Thanksgiving for Harvest, 

A Thanksgiving for Deliverance from pasilenas 


6 
PAGE 
18. A Thanksgiving for a Safe Return Home, . « 82 
19. Grace before and after Meat, ‘32 

VI. ForM FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM TO INFANTS 
OF BELIEVERS, . “ : 34 

VII. ForM FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF mind TO 
ADULTS, . = . = : a 39 
VIII. Form For THE ADMINISTRATION OF Lorp’s SuprPER, 42 
IX. Form or EXCOMMUNICATION, . : : ee 
- X. Form or RE-ADMITTING AN EXCOMMUNICATED PERSON, 54 
XI. ForM FoR ORDAINING THE MINISTERS OF GOD's WorD, 58 
XII. Form FoR THE INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR, . 66 
XIII. Form ror ORDAINING ELDERS AND DEAcoNS, . © . +41 
XIV. OFFICE FOR THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH, ‘ 78 
XY. OFFICE FOR THE CONFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE, . 81 
XVI. Tue BURIAL OF THE DED, . 5 ; 3 85 
XVII. THe NICENE CREED, . P ‘ . 94 


XVIII. THe ATHANASIAN CREED, . : = 


95 


THE ORDER OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


INVOCATION. 


Givz ear, O Shepherd of Israel ; thou that leadest 
Joseph like a flock ; thou that dwellest between the cher- 
ubim, shine forth! Hear our cry,O God! O Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, we pray through him, our glorious 
Mediator, and Advocate, and Intercessor, who sitteth at 
thy right hand, that thou wilt at this time graciously re- 
gard us, thine unworthy servants. Send down upon us 
plentifully of thy Holy Spirit, to the end that we, notwith- 
standing our manifold sins, our weakness and folly, may 
worship thee in the beauty of holiness, that we may hum- 
bly and profitably meditate on thy holy Word, and in all 
things so adore and obey thee as to obtain thy mercy and 
acceptance. through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

[When one or both of the holy Sacraments are to be 
administered, there shall be inserted, “That we may rightly 
celebrate the sacraments thou hast ordained, for our com- 
fort and strength,” 


SALUTATION. 


Brethren dearly beloved, grace, mercy, and peace be 
multiplied unto you from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

See 2 Tim. 1: 2; Titus 1: 4; 2 Peter 1:2; Jude 2. 


THE READING OF THE LAW. 


Hear the words of the Law of God as they are written 
in the twentieth chapter of the Book of Exodus, 1-17. 

After the reading of the Law, there may be chanted a 
brief prayer taken out of Scripture ; as, “Thy hands have 
made me and fashioned me; give me understanding that 
I may learn thy commandments.” 

Or, “Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and 
I shall keep it unto the end,” etc. 
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READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


——— 


PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


O Thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh 
come! Thou art the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the . 
only wise God. We bow ourselves before thee, and re- 
joice that thou reignest. Thou art God, and beside thee 
there is none else. \ All things were made by thee, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created.. In thee we live 
and move and have our being. We will praise thee, for 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are 
thy works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of Saints! Who shall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy name? 
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We bless thee for thy daily and most bountiful provi- 

dence ; for the goodly land ini which we live, for our just 
laws, and the protection of a good government.’ We bless 
thee for the measure of health thou givest, for the comfort 
of our homes, and for our daily bread with sufficient rai- 
ment, : 
We bless thee for thine unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ 
thy Son, through whom and for whose sake cometh down 
front thee, O Father of lights, every good and perfect gift, 
and especially the gift of thy Holy Spirit, to guide us into 
all truth, to sanctify our hearts, and. to seal us unto the 
day of perfect Redemption. 

We bless thee for all the means in the use of which we 
are encouraged to hope for thy grace ; for thy holy Word, 
for thy holy Sabbaths, for thy holy Sacraments, for the 
open door unto the throne of the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb, which we pray thee we may enter with bold- 
ness, and find grace to help in time of need; for thy holy 
Church, which we pray thee to build up on the most holy 
faith ; for the ministry of reconciliation, the assemblies of 
thy people, and the sanctuary of thy house, which we pray 


thee to fill with thy glory, that we may know thee to be 


the Lord our God. 

' We bless thee the more, O most holy and most merci- 
ful Lord God, because all these thy benefits are bestowed on 
us, though we are most unworthy of them. For we humbly 
acknowledge before thee, that we are by nature and desert, 
children of wrath; and that, as we were conceived in sin, 
and brought forth ininiquity, we have often, nay, continually, 
when unrestrained by thy. grace, offended against thee. 
We have broken thy commandments, doing what thou hast 
forbidden, and neglecting what thou hast enjoined. We 
are no more worthy to be called thy children, but deserve 


only thy terrible . enduring wrath, ~Nevertheless, O 
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Lord God, we lift up our eyes unto thee, and send up our 
ery even from the depths of our guilt and corruption ; for 
thou hast declared unto us, by thy holy prophet, that thou 
hast no pleasure in the death of the sinner, but that he turn 
unto thee and live. Thy mercy, for Christ’s sake, is infi- 
nite, which thou showest unto all those who truly repent 
and confess their sins. We heartily call upon thee, trusting 
in our only mediator, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
taketh away the sin of the world, and beseech thee to pity 
our infirmity, and forgive usall our sins. Yea, Lord, since 
thou hast never refused to hear the prayers of thy peo- 
ple, we fly to the blessed covenant of thy grace in thy Son 
Jesus Christ, and forsaking all other help, take refuge in 
thy mercy alone. O Lord God, hear our prayer ; for thou 
art God, and we are but dust and ashes; thou art our 
Creator, and we are thine handiwork; thou art our Shep- 
herd, and we thy flock; thou art our Redeemer, and we 
look to thee for our ransom and deliverance. Therefore, 
punish us not in thine anger, but chastise us mercifully, 
and preserve that work which thou hast begun in us, that 
the world may know and acknowledge thee to be our God 
and Saviour. = 
Thou hast also promised to bestow, freely and plenti- 
fully, of thy Holy Spirit, upon all who ask of thee ; by his 
grace clear our understandings of all blindness, and our 
hearts of all pride. Take us henceforth under thy fatherly 
guidance and protection, and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, 
that we, daily more and more mortifying our flesh with all 
its lusts, and bringing forth the fruits of a true faith, may 
be renewed into a better life, and setting our affections on 
things above, may glorify and som: thee now and for 
evermore. 
* Look upon us, O Master of assemblies, and grant us, 
according to thy promise, thy gracioys blessing at this 


. 


11 


time. Open the mouth of thy servant who is now to 
speak for thee to this people, and replenish him by thy 
wisdom and knowledge, that he may purely and confident- 
ly set forth thy word. Prepare us all to hear, that we may 
understand and keep the same; write thy laws in our 
hearts, and strengthen us to delight in the way of thy com- 
mandments. Bless this Church which we trust thine own 
right hand hath planted here. May its officers and mem- 
bers continually walk in the fear of the Lord and the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghost. Revive thy work among us, and 
pour out abundantly of the spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion. 

And since it is thy will that we should pray for all men, 
we beseech thee to extend the blessings of thy holy Gos- 
pel, that it may be preached everywhere, and everywhere 
accepted, and all flesh magnify thy holy name, in word and 
in deed. Give thy Son the heathen for his inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession ; 
and let the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ. Everywhere break the chains 
of idolatry and error, and make thy truth triumphant, that 
the earth may be glad, and thy saints shout aloud for joy. 
Send forth, we beseech thee, laborers into the fields which 
are ripe for the harvest, and replenish all thy ministers 
with heavenly grace, that they may faithfully serve thee. 
We pray for thy holy Church universal, that all those who 
profess thy name may be careful to maintain good works, 
the weak strengthened, the wanderers restored, the sor- 
rowful comforted, and the doubting confirmed, 

We pray, O Lord, for our beloved.country. Take these 
United States of America under the shadow of thy wings. 
Bless and preserve thy servant, the President of the United 
States, his immediate counsellors, the.Senate and the 
House of Representatives, the national judiciary, the army 
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and navy, and all who are called to the public service. 
Bless all in authority throughout the States, and especially 
those of the State in which we live. Replenish them with 
heavenly gifts, that they may faithfully serve thee and the 
people who have called them into power; to the end that 
we, being secured from all enemies, may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

We pray for all in sorrow, that they may be speedily 
relieved and comforted by the Holy Spirit. We would 
remember them that are in bonds as bound with them, and 
them which suffer adversity as being ourselves also in the 
body. Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee, 
and save thou those that are appointed to die. We pray 
for Christians who suffer for their faith in thee, that, sus- 
tained by thy love, they may be steadfast in life and in 
death. We pray for the sick, that they may be restored, 
if it be thy holy will, but especially that they may be 
prepared for every event thou mayst send. We pray for 
young children, that their tender life may be precious in 
thy sight, and they, through ‘a pious nurture, be fitted for 
usefulness in this world, and glory in the life to come. 
We pray for the tempted, that, taking the shield of faith, 
they may be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wick- 
ed; for all who.seek salvation, that they.may be led to 
Jesus the Saviour from sin and death; and for the dying, 
that thy rod and thy staff may comfort them in the dark 
valley. We pray for the bereaved, that their mourning 
may be turned into joy, and their souls blessed through 
the exercise of thy chastening. We pray for the widow, 
the fatherless, and for those that have none to help them 
but thee,O God. We pray for those who are absent from 
their homes on the land or on the sea, that they may be 
kept from. danger, and death, and sin. We pray for the 
stranger in a strange land, and for all who need thy cheer- 
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ing grace, We pray for the impenitent and ungodly, that 
they may be convinced of sin and led to believe in the 
only name given under heaven whereby we must be saved. 

Hear this our prayer, and strengthen us that we may 
overcome all temptations, and hereafter receive the crown 
of life. We ask thee for all these things in the name of 
our faithful Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. ; 


PRAYER AFTER SERMON, 


Grant, O Lord, thy blessing upon all that has now been 
said in thy name agreeably to thy word and will. Par- 
don the sins of hearers and of preacher. Let the good 
seed bring forth abundantly to thy praise in the conversion 
of sinners, and the edification of thy chosen. Accept our 
thanks for all our privileges and mercies. Dismiss us 
with thy-blessing, and follow us with thy love; which we 
ask for the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, who hath taught 
us to say—Ouvr Farunr, etc. 


BENEDICTION. 


The Priestly, from Numbers 6 : 24, 25, 26; or the 
Apostolical, from 2 Cor. 13 : 14; or both. 


II. - 


A CONFESSION OF SIN. 


O Erernat God, and most merciful Father, we hum- 
bly prostrate ourselves before thy high majesty, against 
which we have so often and grievously offended; and ac- 
knowledge, if thou shouldst enter into judgment with us, 
that we have deserved nothing but eternal death; for be- 
sides that we all are by original sin, unclean in thy sight 
and children of wrath, conceived in sin and brought forth 
in iniquity, whereby all manner of evil lusts, striving 
against thee and our neighbor, dwell within us; we have 
also indeed, frequently and without end, transgressed thy 
precepts, neglected what thou hast commanded us, and 
done what thou hast expressly forbidden us. We have 
strayed like sheep, and have greatly offended against thee, 
which we acknowledge, and are heartily sorry for ; nay we 
confess to our shame, and to the praise of thy mercy to- 
wards us, that our sins are more than the hairs of our head, 
and that we are indebted ten thousand talents, but not able 
to pay. Wherefore we are not worthy to be called thy 
children; nor to lift up our eyes towards heaven, to pour 
out our prayers before thee. Nevertheless, O Lord God, 
and merciful Father, knowing that thou dost not desire the 
death of a sinner, but that he may turn from his wicked- 
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ness and live; and that thy mercy is infinite, which thou 
showest unto those who return to thee; we heartily call 
upon thee, trusting in our Mediator Jesus Christ, who is 
that Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world; 
and we beseech thee to commiserate our infirmity, for. 
giving us all our sins for Christ’s sake. Wash us in the 
pure fountain of his blood, that we maybecome clean and 
white as snow. Cover our nakedness with his innocence 
and righteousness, for the glory of thy name’s sake; clear 
our understanding of all blindness, and our hearts of all 
hardness and pride: write thy laws (according to thy pro- 
mise) in the tables of our hearts, and strengthen us to de- 
light and walk in the same, to the praise and glory of thy 
name, and to the edification of thy Church. O gracious 
Father, we ask for, and desire all these things in the name 
of Jesus Christ, who hath taught us thus to pray—Ovr 
Faruer, ete. 


II. 


THE LITANY.*# 


O Gop the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon us. - 

O God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy 
upon us. j . 

O God, the Holy Ghost, have mercy upon us. 

Be merciful unto us and spare us, O Lord. 

Be merciful unto us and deliver us, O Lord. 

From all sin, from all error, from all evil, from the 
wiles of the devil, deliver us, O Lord. 

From dying suddenly and unprepared ; from pestilence 
and famine, from war and slaughter, from sedition and con- 
spiracy, from lightning and tempest, from everlasting death, 
deliver us O Lord. 

By the mystery of Thy holy Incarnation, by Thy holy 
Nativity, by Thy Baptism, Fastifig, and Temptations, de- 
liver us, O Lord. . 

By Thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy Cross and 
Passion, by Thy Death and Burial, by thy Resurrection 
and Ascension, by the coming. of the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter, deliver us, O Lord. t 


In all time of our tribulation, in all time of our felicity, 


* This is a literal translation from the Reformer Bucer’s “ Reform- 
ation of Doctrine and Worship.” 
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in the hour of death, in the day of judgment, deliver us, 
O Lord. 

We sinners beseech Thee to hear us. " 

That it may please Thee to rule and govern Thy holy 
Church Universal. 

That it may please Thee to preserve in soundness of 
word and holiness of life, all pastors and ministers of Thy 
Church. 

That it may please Thee to remove all sects and scan- 
dals, 

That it may please Thee to bring back into the way of 


truth all such as wander and have been led astray. 


That it may please Thee to crush Satan under our feet. 

That it may please Thee to send forth faithful laborers 
into Thy harvest. 

That it may please Thee to grant the increase of Thy 
Word and the fruit of Thy Spirit unto all that hear. 

That it may please Thee to raise the fallen, and strength- 
en those that stand. 

That it may please Thee to console the weak-hearted, 
and succor the tempted. 

That it may please Thee to give peace and concord unto 
all rulers and governors. 

That it may please Thee to guide and protect our chief 


_ magistrate with all his councillors, 


That it may please Thee to bless and preserve our peo- 
ple, and all in authority among us. 

That it may please Thee to look upon the afflicted, and 
those that are in danger; and to comfort them. 

That if may please Thee to succor all women in the 
perils of child-birth. 

That it may please Thee to cherish and protect young 
children, and sick persons. 
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That it may please Thee to defend and suitably provide 
- for the orphans and widows. 

That it may please Thee to grant freedom unto captives. 

That it may please Thee to have mercy upon all men, 

That it may please Thee to forgive our enemies, perse- 
cutors, and slanderers, and to convert them. 

That it may please Thee to give and preserve the fruits 
of the earth. 

That it may please Thee to grant all these our requests. 

We beseech thee to hear us, ; 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Lord, deal not with us according to our sins, neither re- 
ward us according to our iniquities, 

O God, Merciful Father, who despisest not the groans 
of the contrite, nor rejectest the desire of the sorrowful : 
Be favorable to our prayers, which in our afflictions that 
continually oppress us, we pour out before Thee; and gra- 
ciously hear them ; that those things which the craft of the 
devil or of man worketh against us, may be brought to 
naught, and by the counsel of Thy goodness be scattered : 
that being hurt by no persecutions, we may ever give 


thanks unto Thee" in Thy holy Church: Through Jesus — 


Christ our Lord. 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works proceed: Give unto Thy servants that 
peace which the world can not give; that both our hearts 
may be set to obey Thy commandments, and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may by Thy 
protection pass our time in rest and quietness: Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


EY: ; 


AN ORDER 


FOR THE 


READING OF SCRIPTURE IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Morning SrEryice. Evernine SERvion. 
days. First Portion, Second, First Portion, Second. 
1 Gen, i. John i. 1-18. Isa, ~i. 1-20 Acts ro 1-21. 
2 ii. Luke i. 26-56. ii, ii. 22-47, 
-~3 iii. Matt. i. v. 1-17. vi. 
oma vi. —Luke ii. 1-20 vi. ix. 1-22, 
onmet) vii. Matt. ii. vii. 10-25. xi. 1-18. 
ot. 6 viii. John i, 19-51 ix. xvi. 14-40, 
“£7 ix. 1-19. Matt. iy. = Xi, xxyi. 
8 xii. Jobn iii, 1-21, XXy. Rom, - i. 1-25. 
xxii. John iy. 1-26. xxvi. iv. 
0 xxviii. Luke iv. 16-37. ~——XXKXV. —~V. 
dell xxxyii. 1-28 Luke v. 1-26. xxxvlii. vi. 
als 2 xlii. 1-28. John vy. 19-47. we Xl, vii. 
+13 xliii. Matt, xti. 1-21. xli Viii. 
wb 14 xly. Matt. y. 1-20. ~~ xiii, xii. 
15 xlyi. 1-7; 
28-84; and 
We xlvii. i192. Matt. vi. 1-18 = xiiii. 1-13. 
16 xlviii. Matt. vi. 19-34, xliy. = Cor.  * Ti-25. 
wh 17 Gen. xlix. Matt. vii. Isa. xly. =i) Cor: it. 
418 Ex. ii. Matt. xi. xlvii. iii. 
19 itt wh Matt. xii. 1-91. xlix. xii. 
20 Matt. xiii. 1-30. li. xiii. 
we 21 v xii, 1-36. “Matt. xiii. 33-58. lii. xiv. 1-20. 
~.22 xiy. Matt. ix. 18-38. lii. xv. 1-20. 
we] XY. Matt. x. 1-20. liiv. ° xy. 21-58. 
ae pale 1-19. Matt. xiv. 14-36, lv. 2 Cor. iv. 
17-88, John vi. 35-59. Iviii. vy. 
43 Deut. i. "i906. Matt. xvi. lix. vi. 
27 iy. 28-40, Matt. xvii. 1-21. Ix. Gal. _ iii. 
8 ix. Matt. xviii. 1-20. Ixt. Eph. i. 
2D xviii. Luke x. 1-24, lxii. ii. 


om 30) xxxiii. John viii. 14-31. Ixiil. iii. 


Mornrtne SERVICE. EVENING SERVICE. 


San; First Portion. Second. First Portion, ‘Second. Be 
81 Josh. John vii. 2-52. = Ixiy. iv. q 
ai = 39 4. Luke x. 25-42. Ixv. * v. 
33 Sexsiy Lah ALuxe 21. 1-48. Ixvi. Phillip.it. 1-18. ao 
84 Judg. ii. Luke xii.1-21. Jer. xiv, 7-22. Col. ili. 
85 Ruth i. «Luke xii. 22-48. —xvii. 5-27. 1Thes. vw 
— 361 Sam.iii. John ix. 1-25. —xxxi. 1-20. 2 Thes. ii. ™ 
we ST xii. John x. 1-18. xxxiii.1-16.Heb. i. — « 
388 xvy.1-23 John xi.19-46. Lam. iii. s iL 
~~ 39 xvi. 1-13.4John xii.12-36 Ezek. i ili. 
— 4) 2 Sam.vii. obn xiii. x. iv. ¢V¥.—- Whe 
41 xii. 1-23. John xiv. xxxiii. 1-20. x. + > 
> “we 421 Ki. ifi.1-15. John xv.  xxxiv. 11-31. p< 
43 vi. 11-38. John xvi. xxxviii. 1-14. 
mm 44 ix.1-14. John xvii. iii. 1-12 James ii. = : 
45 xvii. John xviii. 1-27. ~xivii.1-12.. 1 Pet. fi, — . 
45 xviii. 17-46. Luke xxiii. 1-25. Dan. iii. 1John ¥. — 
B47 xix. Luke xxiii. 26-49, vi. Revel. i. 
ww 48 2 Ki. ii. John xix. 25-42. ix. i= 
m4 y.1-19. John xx. 1-18. Amos y, 1-15. . Vv. = : 
#50 2 Ch. xxxvi. 1-21.Luke xxiv. 13-35, Mich. iv. = xix. . 
-~—51 Neh. viii. John xx. 19-31. Hab. iii, © xx, 
52 Job i. John xx. xxi. Zech. xiii. xxi — 
p=» 53 xiii. Acts i, 1-14. Mal. iii, — a 
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PRAYERS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS. 


1. A PRAYER BEFORE THE EXPLANATION OF THE 
‘ CATECHISM. 

O uzaventy Father, thy word is perfect, converting the 
soul, a sure testimony, making wise the simple, enlight- 
' ening the eyes of the blind, and a powerful mean unto 
salyation for all those who believe. And whereas we 
are not only blind by nature, but even incapable of doing 
any good; and also since thou wilt help none but those 
who are of a broken and contrite heart ; we beseech thee 
to enlighten our understanding with thy Holy Spirit, and 
give us a meek heart, free from all haughtiness and carnal 
knowledge, that we may, hearing thy word, rightly under- 
stand it, and regulate our life accordingly: be graciously 
pleased to convert all those who still stray from thy truth, 
that we may, together with them, unanimously serve thee 
in true holiness and righteousness all the days of our life. 

We crave all these things for Christ’s sake, who hath 
thus taught us to pray in his name, and promised to hear 
us—Ovr Farner, etc. 

2. A PRAYER AFTER THE EXPLANATION OF THE 
CATECHISM. 


O gracious God and merciful Father, we give thee 
hearty thanks that it hath pleased thee, not only to take 
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us, but also our little children, into thy covenant, which 
thou hast not only sealed unto them, by holy baptism, 
but yet daily showest, when thou perfectest thy praise out 
of their mouths, thus to cause the wise of the world to 
plush, We beseech thee, increase thy grace in them, that 
they may always grow and increase in Christ thy Son; 
till they acquire their perfect manly age in all knowledge 
and righteousness, Give us grace, that we may educate 
them as thou hast commanded us, in thy knowledge and 
fear, that by their godliness the kingdom of Satan may 
be destroyed, and the kingdom of Jesus Christ strength- 
ened in this and other congregations, to the glory of thy 
holy name, and to their eternal salvation, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


8. A MORNING PRAYER. 


O merciful Father, we thank thee, that thou hast in 
faithfulness watched over us the night past, and we be- 
seech thee to strengthen, and henceforth guide us by thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may spend this, and all the days of 
our lives in all righteousness and holiness, and that what- 
soever we undertake, we may always aim at the promoting 
of thy glory, and expect all the success of our under- 
takings “from thy bountiful hand alone. To the end 
that we may obtain this mercy of thee, be pleased (ac- 
cording to thy promise) to forgive all our sins, through 
the holy passion and blood-shedding of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, for we heartily repent of them. 
Enlighten also our hearts, that we, having cast off all 
works of darkness, may as children of light walk in a new 
life in all godliness, Bless also the preaching of thy 
gospel. Destroy all works of the devil. Strengthen all 
ministers of the Gospel, and magistrates of thy people. 
Comfort all those who are persecuted and afflicted in mind, 
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through Jesus Christ thy beloved Son, who hath promised 
us that thou wilt certainly give us whatsoever we shall 
ask in his name, and therefore hath commanded us to pray 
—Ovr Farnzr, ete. 


4. AN EVENING PRAYER. 


O merciful God, eternal light shining in darkness, thou 
who dispellest the night of sin and all blindness of heart, 
since thou hast appointed the night for rest, and the day 
for labor; we beseech thee, grant that our bodies may 
rest in peace and quietness, that afterwards they may be 
able to endure the labor they must bear. Temper our 
sleep, that it be not disorderly, that we may remain spot- 
less both in body and soul, nay, that our sleep itself may 
be to thy glory. Enlighten the eyes of our understanding, 
that we may not sleep in death; but always look for 
deliverance from this misery. Defend us against all as- 
saults of the devil, and take us into thy holy protection. 
And although we have not passed this day without having 
greatly sinned against thee, we beseech thee to hide our 
sins with thy mercy as thou hidest all things on earth with 
the darkness of the night, that we therefore may not be 
east out from thy presence. Relieve and comfort all those 
who are afflicted or distressed in mind, body, or estate, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who hath taught us to 
pray—Oor Farumr, ete. 


5. A PRAYER AT THE OPENING OF THE CONSISTORY. 


Heavenly Father, eternal and merciful God, it hath 
pleased thee of thy infinite wisdom and goodness to gather 
a church to thyself out of all nations upon the face of the 
earth, by the preaching of thy holy gospel, and to govern 
the same by the service of men. Thou hast also graciously 
called us up to this office, and commanded us to take heed 
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unto ourselves and unto the flock, which Christ hath bought 
with his precious blood. Since we are at this present 
assembled in thy holy name, after the example of the 
apostolic churches, to consult, as our office requires, about 
those things which may come before us, for the welfare 
and edification of thy churches, for which we acknowledge 
ourselves to be unfit and incapable, as we are by nature 
unable of ourselves to think any good, much less to put it 
in practice: therefore, we beseech thee, O faithful God and 
Father, that thou wilt be pleased to be present with thy 
Holy Spirit, according to thy promise, to guide us in all 
truth. Remove from us all misapprehensions and unbe- 
coming desires of the flesh, and grant that thy holy word 
may be the only rule and guide of all our consultations, 
that they may tend to the glory of thy name, to the edi- 
fication of thy Church, and to the discharge of our own 
consciences, through Jesus Christ thy Son, who with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, the only true God, is eternally to be 
praised and magnified. Amen. 


6. A PRAYER AT THE CLOSE OF THE CONSISTORY. 


O Lord God and Heavenly Father, we heartily thank 
thee, that thou hast been pleased to gather a church to 
thyself in this part of the world, and to use our service 
therein, granting us the privilege, that we may freely and 
without hindrance preach thy holy gospel, and exercise all 
the duties of godliness: moreover we thank thee, that 
thou now hast been present with thy Holy Spirit 
in the midst of this our assembly, directing our determi- 
nations according to thy will, uniting our hearts in mutual 
peace and concord. We beseech thee, O faithful God and 
Father, that thou wilt graciously be pleased to bless our 
intended labor, and effectually to execute thy begun work: 
always gathering unto thyself a true Church, and preserv- 
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ing the same in the pure doctrine, in the right use of thy 
holy sacraments, and in a diligent exercise of discipline. 
On the contrary, destroy all evil and crafty councils, 
devised against thy word and Church. Strengthen also all 
_ the ministers of thy Church, that they may faithfully and 
steadfastly declare thy holy word: and the magistrates of 
thy people, that they may bear the sword with righteous- 
ness and discretion. Particularly we pray for those, whom 
thou hast been pleased to put in authority over us, and 
especially for the magistrates of this city. Grant that 
their whole government may be thus directed, that the 
King of kings may rule over them and their. fellow-citi- 
zens, that the kingdom of the devil (which is a kingdom 
of scandal and reproach) may, daily, more and more be 
destroyed and brought to naught by them as thy servants, 
-and that we with them may lead a quiet and peaceable 
- life, in all godliness and honesty. Hear us, O God and 
Father, through Jesus Christ thy beloved Son, who with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, the only and true God, is eter- 
nally to be magnified and praised. Amen. 


7. A PRAYER AT THE MEETING OF THE DEACONS. 


Merciful God and Father, thou who hast not only said, 
that we should always have the poor with us, but hast also 
commanded that they should be assisted, and for that end 
hast ordained the service of deacons in thy Church, by 
whom they might be relieved. As we, who are called to 


the office of deacons in this congregation, are here at 


present met in thy name, to consult together concerning 

our ministry, we humbly beseech thee for the sake of Je- 

sus Christ, that thou wilt be pleased to endue us with the 

spirit of discretion, to the end that we may rightly dis. 

cern who are really poor and who are not: and that we 

may with all cheerfulness and fidelity, distribute the alms 
2 


26 


collected by us to every one according to his necessity, 
not leaving the indigent members of thy beloved Son 
comfortless, neither giving to those who are not in want. 
Kindle within the hearts of men an ardent love towards 
the poor, that they may liberally give of their temporal 
goods, of which thou hast made them stewards: and that 
we, having the means in hand to assist the indigent, may 
faithfully and with a free heart, perform our office. Grant . 
usalso the talents, not only to comfort the miserable with 
the external gift, but also with the holy word. And since 
man doth not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of thy mouth, be pleased therefore to 
extend thy blessing over our distributions, and increase 
the bread of the poor, that both we and they may have 
reason to praise and thank thee: expecting the blessed - 
coming of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ, who became poor 
for our sakes, to make us rich in eternity. Amen, 
8. A PRAYER FOR THE SICK. 

O Almighty, eternal, righteous God, and merciful 
Father, thou who art Lord of life and death, and without 
whose will nothing is done in heaven, nor in earth, al- 
though we are not worthy to call upon thy name, nor to 
hope that thou wilt hear us, when we consider how we 
have hitherto employed our time; we beseech thee, that 
thou wilt be pleased of thy mercy to look upon us in the 
face of Jesus Christ, who has taken all our infirmities on 
him. We acknowledge that we are utterly incapable of 
any good, and prone to all evil, wherefore we have justly 
merited this punishment, yea, have deserved much more. 
But Lord, thou knowest that we are thy people, and that 
thou art our God : we have no other refuge than to thy 
mercy, which thou never hast withheld from any one who 
turned himself to thee. Therefore we beseech thee not 
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to impute our sins unto us, but account the wisdom, right- 
eousness and holiness of Jesus Christ, to us, that we may 
in him be able to stand before thee. Deliver us for his 
sake from those sufferings, that the wicked may not think 
that thou hast forsaken us. And if it is thy pleasure 
longer thus to try us, give us strength and patience to 
bear all such according to thy will, and let all turn ac- 
cording to thy wisdom to our profit. Rather chastise us 
here, than hereafter, to be lost with the world. Grant 
that we may die to this world, and all earthly things, and 
that we may daily more and more be renewed after the 


image of Jesus Christ. Suffer us not to be separated by 


any means from thy love; but draw us daily nigher and 
nigher unto thee, that we may enter upon the end of our 
calling with joy ; that is, may die, rise again, and live with 
Christ in eternity. We also believe that thou wilt hear 
us through Jesus Christ, who hath taught us to pray— 
Our Fartuer, ete. 

Strengthen us also in the true faith, which we believe 
in our hearts and profess with our mouths—lI believe in 
God, ete. 

Or thus: 

Eternal, merciful God and Father, the eternal salvation 
of the living and the everlasting life of the dying, seeing 
that thou hast death and life in thy hand alone, and takest 
such care of us continually, that neither health nor sick- 
ness, nor any good or evil can befall us, nay, not-a hair 
ean fall from our head without thy will: and since thou 
dost order all things for the good of thy people, we be- 
seech thee, grant us the grace of thy Holy Spirit, to teach 
us rightly to acknowledge our misery, and patiently to 
bear thy chastenings, which we have deserved ten thou- 
sand times more severe. We know that they are not the 
evidences of thy wrath, but of thy fatherly love towards 
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us, that we should not be condemned with the world. O 
Lord, increase our faith in thine infinite mercy, that we 
may be more and more united to Christ, as members to 
their spiritual head, to whom thou wilt make us conform 
in sufferings and in glory. Lighten the cross, so that our 
weakness may be able to bear it. We submit ourselves 
entirely to thy holy will, whether thou art pleased to con- 
tinue our souls longer in these tabernacles, or take them 
into eternal life, since we belong to Christ, and therefore 
shall not perish. We would willingly leave this weak 
body in hopes of a blessed resurrection, when it shall be 
restored to us much more glorious. Grant us to experi- 
ence the blessed comfort of the remission of sins, and of 
justification through Christ, that we by that shield may 
overcome all the assaults of Satan. May his innocent 
blood wash away all the stain and uncleanness of our 
sins, and his righteousness answer for our unrighteousness 
in thy last judgment. Arm us with faith and hope, that 
we may not be ashamed nor confounded by the terror of 
death ; but when our bodily eyes are closing in darkness, 
may the eyes of our souls be directed towards thee ; and 
when thou shalt have deprived us of the use of our tongues, 
may our hearts never cease to call upon thee. O Lord, 
we commit our souls into thy hands, forsake us not in our 
last extremity, and that only for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
who hath taught us to pray—Ovr Farner, etc. 


9. FOR RAIN. 


O God, Creator and Governor, who preseryest man and 
beast, look, we beseech thee, on our dry, thirsty land; water 
it abundantly from thy river which is full of water, and 
let thy paths drop fatness, that the springing of the earth 
may be blessed, the fruits thereof be perfect and plentiful, 
and the year crowned with thy goodness. Spare us, O 
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Lord, in thy mercy, and cause thy people to rejoice be- 
cause of thy bounty. Shed forth thy Holy Spirit on thy 
Churches that thy heritage may be confirmed and thy 
word be fruitful manifold, for the glory of thy holy name 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


10. FOR FAIR WEATHER. 


O God of love and compassion, who of old didst set 
thy bow in the cloud for a token of a covenant between 
thee and the earth, we humble ourselves before thee on 
account of our sins and acknowledge thy chastisement to- 
be just. Yet spare us,O Lord. Stay the excess of rain, 
and cause thy sun to shine, that, the hope of harvest being 
fulfilled, our barns may be stored with thy bounty, and 
our souls rejoice in thee. Above all, O Lord, grant that 
the Sun of Righteousness may arise upon us with healing 
in his wings, and thy people, walking all the day in the 
light of thy countenance, in thy righteousness may be ex- 
alted. Do this, O Father of mercies, for the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 


11. FOR PEACE. 


O God of peace, who didst send unto us messages of 
peace by thy Son, the Prince of peace, and commandest 
us to be at peace with all men, we entreat thee to save us 
from quarrel, bloodshed, and war. Still the tumult of the 
people as thou dost the raging of the sea.* Disappoint 
the devices of the wicked and bring their machinations to 
naught. Fill our hearts and the hearts of all men with 
thy love, that so we may dwell in safety under the wings 


*In time of war may be here inserted : 
Give us not over into the hands of our enemies, but defend us 
and grant us the victory, which is in thine hand. 
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of thy Holy Spirit and have peace with God —— our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. . 


12. IN TIME OF PESTILENCE. 


O God, we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy 
wrath are we troubled. Thou hast seen that our iniqui- 
ties are great, and thou hast sent the angel of death to 
smite us sorely. Oh, vex us no more in thy displeasure, 
but by thy Holy Spirit turn our hearts and the hearts of 
all our people to thy righteous service, that so thou mayst 
repent thee of the evil, and our lives be prolonged for 
the honor of thy blessed name. Yet, O Lord, whatsoever 
thou hast in store for us of good or evil, give us grace to 
trust our souls in thy keeping and to praise thee with hu- 
mility and with fear, that, whether we live or die, we may 
be thine and at last find an abundant entrance into life 
eternal, through Him who died for us and rose again. 
Amen. 

13. FOR THE ABSENT FROM HOME. 


O God, who art everywhere present, ruling the sea and 
- the land, we entreat thee for [him, her, or those,] now 
absent from us. Rescue them from peril, from sickness, 
from sin and from death. Cover them as with a shield 
and sanctify their experience of thy mercy to their eter- 
nal profit and joy. In due time restore them to their 
homes and keep them and us through the journey of this 
life, that we all may reach our Father’s house in peace 
through his grace who hath opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all who believe on his holy name. Amen. 


14. A THANKSGIVING FOR RAIN. 


We thank thee, O God, in whose -hand are all things, 
that thou hast. heard our prayers and hast sent us abundant 
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rain. Continue, O Lord, to shed down the riches of thy 
bounty, that our valleys may be covered with corn and the 
pastures rejoice. Grant also for thy name’s sake, that our 
grateful hearts, ever mindful of thy love, may ever more 
praise thee with holy gratitude, reverence, and obedience 
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


15, A THANKSGIVING FOR FAIR WEATHER. 


O gracious and most compassionate Lord God, we have 
humbled ourselves under thy righteous pleasure and 
trembled under thine afilictive will. Thou hast restored 
unto us the light of hope and staid the overflowing of 
rain. Thy sunshine is upon the earth and the world is 
full of thy healthful light. Perfect that which thou hast 
most mercifully preserved, and let the fields yield their in- 
erease. Shine within our hearts that we may show forth 
the fruits of a Christian, faithful, and contented life through 
Him whom thou lovest. Amen. 


16. A THANKSGIVING FOR HARVEST. 


O God, who hast said that whatsoever a man soweth he 
shall also reap, we heartily thank thee for thy blessing on 
the labors of the husbandmen, and that a good harvest 
has been gathered. May we who live by thy bounty live 
to thy praise, and our souls be preserved from pride or 
forgetfulness of thee who feedest thy children with the 
Gnest of the wheat. Remember the poor, and cause us to’ 
yemember them. Speedily gather to thyself a harvest of 
praise from all nations and all the earth, that the good seed 
of the word sown in thy name may bear fruit abundantly 
to thine eternal glory through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 
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17. A THANKSGIVING FOR DELIVERANCE FROM 
’ PESTILENCE, 


Father of mercies, who desirest not the,death of the 
sinner, we thank thee most humbly and heartily that thou 
hast been pleased of thine infinite compassion to hear our 
prayers and favorably regard thy suppliant and sorrow- 
ing people. Thou hast withdrawn from the midst of us 
the desolating plague. Oh, that we which remain alive may 
present unto thee our whole bodies as a continual thank- 
offering which is our reasonable service. Remember thy 
promise unto the widow and the orphan, bind up the 
broken in heart, and comfort all who mourn, for the sake 
of Him who died for us and rose again. Amen. 


18. A THANKSGIVING FOR A SAFE RETURN HOME. 


We thank thee, O God of our mercies, that thou hast 
restored our brother to his home safe from the perils of the 
way. The earth is thine; the sea also is thine: and thou 
hast not suffered him to perish in a strange land nor to 
sink in the mighty waters. May the goodness of God 
lead him to a more hearty repentance, and his soul ever 
rejoice in thee until he reaches our Father’s house, where 


there is fulness of joy in thine eternal presence, through 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 


19. GRACE BEFORE AND AFTER MEAT. 
BEFORE MEAT. 

Psaum 145 : 15, 16.—“The eyes of all wait upon thee, 
and thou givest them their meat in due season. Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing.” 

Almighty God, who didst feed thy people Israel in the 
wilderness, sanctify these thy gifts, which we receive from 
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thy bountiful goodness, that we may temperately and 
holily use them according to thy will. Grant also that 
we may above all things seek for that spiritual bread with 
which our souls are fed to life eternal, and which thou hast 
prepared for us*in thy beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 


AFTER MEAT. 


Devt. 8 : 10.—‘ When thou hast eaten and art full, 
then thou shalt bless the Lord thy God, for the good land 
which he hath given thee.” 

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank thee for 
all thy benefits, for preserving us in this mortal life, and 
for supplying all our wants; but especially for our re- 
generation unto the hope of a better life. Suffer not our 
hearts to be fixed on these earthly and corruptible things; 
but may we always look up to heaven, expecting thence 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


VL. 
FORM 


FOR THE 


ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM 


TO 


INFANTS OF BELIEVERS. 


THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISM. 


The principal parts of the doctrine of holy baptism are 
these three: First. That we with our children are con- 
ceived and born in sin and therefore are children of wrath, 
insomuch that we can not enter into the kingdom of God 
except we be born again : which is signified by the appli- 
cation of water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 

Secondly. Holy Baptism witnesseth and sealeth to us 
the washing away of our sins through Jesus Cnrist. For 
when we are baptized in the name of the Father, God the 
Father sealeth to us that he doth make an eternal cove- 
nant of grace with us and adopts us for his children and 
heirs. And when we are baptized in the name of the 
Son, God the Son sealeth unto us that he doth wash us in 
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his blood from all our sins so that we are accounted 
righteous before God. In like manner, when we are bap- 
tized in the name of the Holy Ghost, God the Holy 
Ghost assures us that he will dwell in us, and apply that 
which we have in Christ, namely, the washing away of 
our sins, and the daily renewing of our lives, till we shall 
finally be presented without spot or wrinkle among the 
elect in life eternal. 

Thirdly. Whereas, in all covenants there are contained 
two parts ; therefore, are we through baptism obliged unto 
new obedience, namely, that we cleave to this one God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; that we forsake the world, 
erucify our old nature, and walk in a new and holy life. 

And if we sometimes through weakness fall into sin, 
we must not therefore despair of God’s mercy, nor con- 
tinue in sin, since baptism is a seal-and undoubted tes- 
timony, that we have an eternal covenant of grace with 
God. 


ITS APPLICATION TO CHILDREN. 


And although our young children do not understand 
these things, they are not therefore to be excluded from 
baptism; for as they are without their knowledge partak- 
ers of the condemnation in Adam, so are they in like 
manner received unto grace in Christ. or God said 
unto Abraham, the father of all the faithful, and therefore 
unto us and our children: “I will establish my covenant 
between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant; to be a God 
unto thee and to thy seed after thee.” (Gen. 17: 7.) 
This is confirmed by the Apostle Peter, saying, (Acts 
2:389,) For the promise is unto you and your children. 


- Therefore God formerly commanded them to be cireum- 


cised, which was a seal of the covenant and of the right- 
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ecousness of faith; and therefore Christ also embraced 
them, laid his hand upon them, and blessed them. 

Forasmuch as baptism is come in the place of circum- 
cision, infants are to be baptized as heirs of the kingdom, 
of God, and of his covenant. And “parents are in duty 
bound, further to instruct their children herein, when they 
shall arrive at years of discretion. That, therefore, this 
holy ordinance of God may be administered to his glory, 
to our comfort, and to the edification of his Church, let us 
call upon his holy name. 

O Almighty and Eternal God, we beseech thee, that 
thou wilt be pleased of thine infinite mercy, graciously to 
look upon these children, and incorporate them by thy 
Holy Spirit into thy Son Jesus Christ ; that they may be 
buried with him into his death and be raised with him 
in newness of life; that they may daily follow him, joy- 
fully bearing their cross, and cleaye unto him in true 
faith, firm hope, and ardent love; that they may, with a 
comfortable sense of thy favor, leave this life which is 
nothing but a continual death, and at the last day, may 
appear, without terror, before the judgment-seat of Christ 
thy Son, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee 


and the Holy Ghost, one only God, lives and reigns for 
ever. Amen. 
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TO THE PARENTS. 


Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have heard that 
baptism is an ordinance of God to seal unto us and to our 
seed his covenant. Therefore it must be used for that 
end, and not out of custom or superstition. That it may 
then be manifest that you are thus minded, you are to an- 
swer sincerely to these questions : 

First. Do you acknowledge that, although our children 
are conceived and born in sin, and therefore under con- 
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demnation, yet that they are sanctified in Christ, and 
therefore, as members of his Church, ought to be bap- 
tized ? 

Secondly. Do you acknowledge the doctrine which is 
contained in the Old and New Testament, and in the arti- 
cles of the Christian Faith, and which is taught in this 
Christian church, to be the true and complete doctrine of 
salvation ? : 

Thirdly. Do you promise and intend to see these child- 
ren, when they come to years of discretion, instructed and 
brought up in the aforesaid doctrine, or help or cause 
them to be instructed therein to the utmost of your 
power ? 

Then the minister of God’s word, in baptizing, shall 
say, N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


THANKSGIVING. 


Almighty God and merciful Father, we thank thee that 
thou hast promised to forgive us and our children all our 
sins, through the blood of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ ; 
and to receive us through the Holy Ghost as members of 
thy Son; and-to adopt us as thy children. We bless and 
praise thee that thou hast sealed and confirmed these pro- 
mises unto us by holy baptism. We beseech thee, 
through the same Son of thy love, that thou wilt be 
pleased always to govern these baptized children by thy 
Holy Spirit, that they may be piously brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord; that they then may 
acknowledge thy fatherly goodness and mercy ‘which thou 
hast shown to them and us, and live in all righteousness, 
under our only Teacher, King, and High-Priest, Jesus 
Christ ; and manfully fight against and overcome sin, the 
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devil, and his whole dominion ; te: theendshas mall 
eternally praise and magnify thee and thy Son Jems d 
Christ, together with the Holy Ghost, the one only true 
God. Amen. . 


NGL. 


Pro Ras 


FOR THE 


ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM 


TO 


ADULT PERSONS. 


After repeating the first four paragraphs of the preceding office, the 
minister shall proceed : 

However, children of Christian parents, although they 
understand not this mystery, must be baptized by virtue 
of the covenant ; yet it is not lawful to baptize those who 
are come to years of discretion except they first be sensi- 
ble of their sins and make confession both of their repent- 
ance and their faith in Christ. For this: cause our Lord 
Jesus Christ commanded his disciples to teach all nations, 
and then to baptize them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son arid of the Holy Ghost, adding this promise : 
“Pe that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved.” 
Accordingly, the Apostles baptized none who were of 
years of discretion but such as made confession of their 
faith and repentance. Therefore it is not lawful now to 
baptize any adult person but those who have been taught 
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the mysteries of holy baptism, and are able to give an ac- 
count of their faith by the confession of the mouth. Since 
you, N. N., are desirous of this holy sacrament as a seal 
of your engrafting into the Church of God, therefore that 
it may appear that you do not only receive the Christian 
religion of which you now make confession, but do, 
through the grace of God, intend and purpose to lead a 
life according to the same, you are sincerely to give an- 
swer before God and his Church: 

First. Dost thou believe in the only true God, distinct 
in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who hath 
made heaven and earth and all that in them is, of nothing, 
and still maintains and governs them, insomuch that no- 
thing comes to pass, either in heaven or on earth, without 
his divine will? Answer. Yes. 

Secondly. Dost thou acknowledge that thou art con- 
ceived and born in sin, and therefore art a child of wrath, 
by nature wholly incapable of any good and prone to all 
evil; and that thou hast frequently, in thought, word, 
and deed, transgressed the commandments of the Lord : 
and art thou heartily sorry for these sins? Answer. Yes, 

Thirdly. Dost thou believe that Christ, who is the true 
and eternal God, and very man, is given thee of God, to 
be thy Saviour; and that thou dost receive by this faith 
remission of sins in his blood; and that thou art made by 
the power of the Holy Ghost a member of Jesus Christ 
and of his Church, Answer. Yes. 

Fourthly. Dost thou assent to all the articles of the 
Christian Religion, as they are here taught in this Christ- 
ian church according to the word of God; and purpose 
steadfastly to continue in the same to the end of thy life ? 
and also dost thou reject all heresies and schisms, repug- 
nant to this doctrine, and promise to persevere in the 
communion of our Christian Church, not on] y in the hear- 
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ing of the word but also in the use of the Lord’s supper ? 
Answer, Yes. 

Fifthly. Hast thou taken a firm resolution always to 
lead a Christian life; to forsake the world and its evil 
lusts, as is becoming the members of Christ and of his 
Church ; and to submit thyself to all Christian admoni- 
tions? Answer. Yes. ' 

The good and gracious God mercifully grant his grace 
and blessing to this your purpose, through Jesus Christ! 
Amen. 


VIII. ; fr. 


FORM 


FOR THE 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 


—ee 


Beovep in the Lord Jesus Christ, attend to the words 

“of the institution of the holy supper of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, as they are delivered by the holy Apostle Paul, 
1 Cor. 11 : 23-30. 

“For I have received of the Lord, that which also I 
delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same night 
in which he was betrayed; took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body which is broken for you; this. do in remembrance 
ofme. And after the same manner also, he took the cup, 
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testa- 
ment in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me: for as oft as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come. 
Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 

cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup : 
for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
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drinketh damnation* [judgment] to himself, not discern- 
ing the Lord’s body.” 

That we may now celebrate the supper of the Lord to 
our comfort, it is above all things necessary, 

First, Rightly to examine ourselves. 

Srconpty, To direct the Supper to that end for which 
Christ hath instituted the same, namely, to the remem- 
brance of him. 

(I.) In order to the right examination of ourselves : 

First, Let every one consider by himself his sins and 
the curse due to him for them, to the end that he may . 
abhor and humble himself before God; considering that 
the wrath of God against sin is so great, that, rather than 
it should go unpunished, he hath punished the same in his 
beloved Son Jesus Christ, with the bitter and shameful 


* death of the cross. 


Secondly, Let every one examine his own heart, whether 
he doth believe this faithful promise of God, that all his 
sins are forgiven him, only for the sake of the passion and 
death of Jesus Christ, and that the perfect righteousness of 
Christ is imputed and freely given to him as his own, yea, 
so perfectly as if he had, in his own person, satisfied for 
all his sins, and fulfilled all righteousness. 

Thirdly, Let every one examine his own conscience, 
whether he hath resolved henceforth to show true thank- 
fulness to God in his whole life, and to walk uprightly 
before him; and also hath an earnest purpose, from this 
time forth, to live in true love and peace with his neighbor. 

All those who are thus minded, God will certainly re- 
ceive in mercy, and count them worthy partakers at the 


table of his Son Jesus Christ. 
On the contrary, those who do not feel this witness in 


* Gr. xoysa—D. Oordeel—Z. J udgment, condemnation. 
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their hearts, eat and drink judgment to themselves. There- 
fore, we also, according to the Scriptures, admonish all 
those who know themselves to be defiled with the follow- 
ing sins, to keep themselves from the table of the Lord: 
such as all idolaters, and all who use or trust in any form 
of divination ; all despisers of God, and of his word, and 
of the holy sacraments ; all profane or false swearers; all 
Sabbath-breakers ; all those who are disobedient to parents 
or rightful superiors, and all movers of sedition or discord ; 
all murderers, and such as live in hatred or envy against 
their neighbor ; all unclean persons and drunkards; all 
thieves and extortioners; all slanderers and liars; all 
covetous and miserly persons; and all who lead offensive 
lives. These, while they continue in such sins, shall 
ubstain from this meat, lest their condemnation be made 
the heavier. 

But this is not designed, dearly beloved brethren and 
sisters in the Lord, to deject the contrite hearts of the 
faithful, as if none might come to this Supper but such as 
are without sin; for we do not come to the Supper of the 
Lord, to testify thereby that we are perfect and righteous 
in ourselves; but, .on the contrary, since we are seeking 
our life out of ourselves in Jesus Christ, we acknowledge 
by this very service that we lie in the midst of death. 
Therefore, notwithstanding we still find many shortcom- 
ings and miseries in ourselves, as, namely, that we have 
not perfect faith, and do not give ourselves to serve God 
with such zeal as we are bound, but have daily to strive 
with the weakness of our faith and the evil lusts of our 
flesh ; yet, since, by the grace of the Holy Ghost, we are 
sorry for these weaknesses and earnestly desire to fight 
against our unbelief, and to live according to all the com- 
mandments of God, we rest assured that no sin or in- 
firmity which still, against our will, remaineth in us, can 
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hinder us from being received of God in mercy, and so 
made worthy partakers of this heavenly meat and drink. 

(il.) Let us now also consider to what end the Lord 
hath instituted his Supper, namely, that we “do this in 
remembrance of him.” Now after this manner are we to 
remember him by it: 

First, We must be fully persuaded in our hearts that 
our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world: Assumed our flesh and blood: Bore for us the 
wrath of God from the beginning of his incarnation to the 
end of his life upon earth ; especially when the weight of 
our sins and of the wrath of God pressed out of him the 
bloody sweat in the garden, where he was bound—that 
our bonds might be loosed: Afterwards suffered innu- 
merable revilings—that we might never come to shame: 


- In his innocence was condemned to death—that we might 


be acquitted at the judgment-seat of God; yea, suffered 
his blessed body to be nailed on the cross—that he might 
fasten thereon the handwriting of our sins: Took on him 
the burden of our curse, that he might fill us with his 
blessings ; and humbled himself unto the deepest reproach 
and pains of hell, in body and in soul, on the tree of the ’ 
cross, when he cried with a loud voice, “My God! my 
God! why hast thou forsaken me ?”—that we might be 
made nigh unto God, and never be forsaken of him : And 
finally, confirmed with his death and the shedding of his 
blood the new and eternal testament—that covenant of 
grace and reconciliation—when he said, “ It is finished.” 
Moreover, That we may firmly believe that we belong 
to this covenant of grace, the Lord Jesus Christ hath 
ordained this Holy Supper, and said, “This do ye in 
remembrance of me ;” that is, “ As often as ye eat of this 
pread and drink of this cup, you shall thereby, as by a 
sure memorial and pledge, be persuaded of this my hearty 
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love and faithfulness towards you, that whereas otherwise 
you should have suffered eternal.death, I have given my 
body to the death of the cross, and have shed my blood 
for you; and with my crucified body and my shed blood 
do nourish your hungry and thirsty souls to everlasting 
life as surely as this bread is broken before your eyes and 
this cup is given to you, and you eat and drink the same 
in remembrance of me.” c . . 

From this institution of the Holy Supper of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we see that he directs our faith and trust to 
his perfect sacrifice, once offered on the cross, as the only 
ground of our salvation, since by that sacrifice he is be- 
come to our hungry and thirsty souls, the true meat and 
drink of life eternal. For by his death he hath taken away 
the cause of our eternal death and misery, namely sin, and 
obtained for us the life-giving Spirit, that by the same, 
which dwelleth in Christ as the head, and in us as his mem- 
bers, we may have true communion with him, and be made 
partakers of all his blessings—of life eternal, righteousness, 
and glory : And furthermore, that, by the same Spirit, we 
may, as the members of one body, be united in true bro- 
therly love, “ For we, being many, are one bread and one 
body, for we are all partakers of that one bread.” For as 
out of many grains one meal is ground and one bread 
baked, and out of many berries being pressed together 
one wine floweth and mixeth itself together, so all we who, 
by true faith, are incorporated into Christ shall, by bro- 
therly love, be one body for the sake of Christ, our~be- 
loved Saviour, who hath first so exceedingly loved us 3 and 
this we shall show towards one another, not only in word 
but also in very deed. 

That we may obtain all this, let us humble ourselves 
before God, and with true faith implore his grace, 

O most merciful God and Father! we beseech thee 
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that in this Supper, in which we celebrate the glorious re- 
membrance of the bitter death of thy beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, thou wilt so work in our hearts by thy Holy Spirit ; 
That we, with true confidence, may more and more give 
ourselves up unto thy beloved Son Jesus Christ, so that 
our burdened and fainting hearts may, through the power 
of the Holy Ghost, be fed and refreshed with his true body 
and blood—yea, with himself, true God and man, that 
only heavenly bread: That we may henceforth live, not in 
our sins, but he in us and we in him, and thus be true par- 
takers of the new and everlasting covenant of grace; and 
that we may not doubt that thou wilt for ever be our gra- 
cious Father, never more imputing our sins unto us, and 
providing us, as thy beloved children and heirs, with all 
things necessary as well for the body as the soul, 

Grant us also thy grace, that we may cheerfully take 
upon us our cross, deny ourselves, confess our Saviour, 
and in all tribulations, with uplifted heads, expect our 
Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, where he will make our 
mortal bodies like unto his most glorious body, and take 
us to be for ever with himself, And wilt thou also, by | 
this holy Supper, strengthen us in the Catholic undoubted 
Christian faith, whereof we make confession with our 
mouths and hearts, saying :* 

[believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth: and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord ; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, he descended into hell: the third day he rose 
again from the dead, he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 


% Tt is recommended that the ancient custom of repeating the creed 
audibly, by the communicants, be restored. 
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the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy Catholic Ohurch ; 
the communion of saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the 
resurrection of the body ;* and the life everlasting. Amen. 

That we may now be fed with the true heavenly bread, 
Christ Jesus, let us not cleaye with our hearts unto the 
external bread and wine, but lift them up on high to 
heaven, where Christ Jesus is our Advocate at the right 
hand of his Father, whither all the articles of our faith 
do lead us ; not doubting, that, through the working of 
the Holy Ghost, we shall be fed and refreshed with his 
body and blood, as surely as we receive the holy bread 
and wine in remembrance of him. 

Hereto assist us, the Almighty God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through his Holy Spirit. Amen. 


In breaking and distributing the bread, the minister shall say : 


The bread which we break, is the communion of the . 


body of Christ. 
And when he giveth the cup: 
The cup of blessing, which we bless, is the communion 
of the blood of Christ, 


During the communion a psalm may be devoutly sung, or a chapter 
may be read, inremembrance of the death of Christ, as the 53d chap- 


ter of Isaiah, the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th chapters of John, 
or the like. 


After the communion the minister shall say: 


Beloved in the Lord, since the Lord hath now fed our 
souls at his table, let us therefore jointly praise his holy 


* That is, flesh, which is the term in the original Greek, the Dutch, 
from which we translate, and in all-other versions of the Creed. 
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_ with thanksgiving, and every one say in his heart, 
thus ; , 

Bless the Lord, O my soul ; and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits. 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy - 
diseases. 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
plenteous in mercy. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his 


mercy towards them that fear him. 


As far as the East is from the West, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him. 

Who hath not spared his. own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, and given us all things with him. There- 
fore God commendeth therewith his love towards us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us; much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him: for if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son; much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life. Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth 
the praise of the Lord from this time forth for evermore. 
Amen. 

Let every one say with an. attentive heart : 

O Almighty and merciful God and Father! with our 

whole hearts we thank thee, that thou hast of thy bound- 
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less mercy, given us thine only-begotten Son, to be our 
Mediator, and the sacrifice for our sins, and our meat and 
drink unto life eternal; and that thou also givest us lively 
faith, whereby we are made partakers of these thy bene- 
fits. It hath also pleased thee, in order to confirm this 
faith within us, that thy beloved Son Jesus Christ should 
ordain his Holy Supper; grant, then, we beseech thee, O 
faithful God and Father, that this remembrance of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and this showing forth of his death, 
may, by the working of thy Holy Spirit, secure our daily 
growth in the faith of Christ, and in his saving fellowship, 
through Jesus Christ thy Son, in whose name we conclude 
our prayers, saying—Ovr Farner, ete. 


BENEDICTION, 


Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


~ 


IX, 


THE FORM OF EXCOMMUNICATION, 


Brnovep in the Lord Jesus Christ; it is known unto 
you, that we have several times declared unto you the 


_ great sin committed by our fellow-member, N., to the end 


that he, by your Christian admonition, and prayers to 
God, might be brought to repentance. But we are sorry 
to say that no one has as yet given us to understand that 
he, by the frequent admonitions given him, is come to 
any remorse for his sins, or hath shown the least token of 
true repentance. Since then he daily aggravates his sin 
by his stubbornness, and since we have signified unto you 
the last time, that in case he did not repent, we should be 
under the disagreeable necessity of being further grieved 
for him, and come to the last remedy : 

Therefore we, the ministers and rulers of the Church 
of God, being here assembled in the name and authority 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, declare before you all, that for 
the aforesaid reasons we have excommunicated N. from 
the Church of God, and from fellowship with Christ, and 
the holy sacraments, and from all the blessings which God 
bestows upon his Church, so long as he obstinately per- 
sists in his sins. He is therefore to be accounted by you 
as a heathen man and a publican, according to the com- 
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mand of Christ, (Matt. 18,) who saith, that whosoever 
his ministers shall bind on earth, shall be bound in 
heaven. 

Further we exhort you, beloved Christians, to keep no 
company with him, that he may be ashamed; yet count 
him not as an enemy, but at all times admonish him as 
you would a brother. In the mean time let every one 
take warning by this and such like examples, to fear the 
Lord, and diligently take heed unto himself, if he thinketh 
he standeth, lest he fall : but having true fellowship with 
the Father and his Son Jesus Christ, together with all 
faithful Christians, remain steadfast therein to the end, 
and so obtain eternal salvation. 

Since it is God who worketh in us, both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure, let us call upon his holy name, 
with confession of our sins, saying, 

O righteous God and merciful Father, we bewail our 
sins before thy high majesty, and acknowledge that we 
have deserved the grief and sorrow caused unto us by 
the cutting off of this our late fellow-member : yea, we 
all deserve, shouldst thou enter into judgment with us, by 
reason of our great transgressions, to be cut off and ban- 
ished from thy presence. But, O Lord, thou art merciful 
unto us for Christ’s sake, forgive us our trespasses, for we 
heartily repent of them, and daily work in our hearts a 
greater measure of sorrow for them; that we may, fear- 
ing thy judgments which thou executest against the stiff 
necked, endeavor to please thee : grant us to avoid all 
pollution of the world, and those who are cut off from 
the communion of the Church, that we may not make our- 
selves partakers of their sins : and that he who is excom- 
municated, may become ashamed of his sins : and since 
thou desirest not the death of a sinner, but that he may 
repent and live, and the bosom of thy Church is always 
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open for those who turn away from their wickedness : we 
therefore humbly beseech thee, to kindle in our hearts a 
pious zeal, that we may labor, with good Christian admo- 
nitions and examples, to bring again this excommunicated 
person on the right way, together with all those who, 
through unbelief or dissoluteness of life, go astray. 

Give thy blessing to our admonitions that we may have 
reason thereby to rejoice again in him for whom we must 
now mourn : and that thy holy name may be praised, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath thus taught us 
to pray—Oor Farner, etc. 


X. 
THE FORM OF 


RE-ADMITTING EXCOMMUNICATED PERSONS 


INTO THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


Brxovep in the Lord, it is known unto you, that some 
time ago our fellow-member N. was cut off from the 
Church of Christ : we can not now conceal from you, that 
he, by the above-mentioned remedy, as also by the means 
of good admonition and your Christian prayers, is come 
so far, that he is ashamed of his sins, praying us to be re- 
admitted into the communion of the Church. 

Since we then, by the command of God, are in duty 
bound to receive such persons with joy, we give you to 
understand, that we purpose to loose again the aforemen- 
tioned person from the bond of excommunication, the 
next time when by the grace of God we celebrate the 
supper of the Lord, and receive him again into the com- 
munion of the Church; except any one of you shall show 
just cause why this ought not to be done, of which you 
must give due notice to us. In the mean time, let every 
one thank the Lord, for the mercy shown this penitent 
sinner, beseeching him to perfect his work in him to his 
eternal salvation. , Amen. 
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Afterwards, if no impediment be alleged, the minister. shall proceed to 
the reidmission of the excommunicated sinner, in the following 
manner : (f 
Beloved Christians, we have informed you of the re- 

pentance of our fellow-member, N., to the end that he 
might -be again received into the Church of Christ : and 
whereas no one has alleged any thing why his redidmis- 
sion ought not to take place, we therefore at present pur- 
pose to proceed to the same. : 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, (Matt. 18,) having confirmed 
the sentence of his Church, in the excommunicating of im- 
penitent sinners, declareth immediately thereupon, that 
whatsoever his ministers shall loose on earth, shall be loosed 
in heaven ; whereby he giveth to understand, that when 
any person is cut off from his Church, he is not deprived 
of all hopes of salvation; but can again be loosed from 
the bonds of condemnation. Therefore, since God de- 
clares in his word, that he takes no pleasure in the death 
of a sinner, but that he turn from his wickedness and live, 
so the Church always hopes for the repentance of the back- 
slidden sinner, and keepeth her bosom open to receive the 
penitent : accordingly the Apostle Paul commanded the 
excommunicated Corinthian to be again received and com- 
forted, since being reproved by many, he was come to 
the knowledge of his sins : to the end that he should not 
be swallowed up with over-much sorrow. (2 Cor. 2.) 

Secondly. Christ teacheth us in the aforementioned text, 
that the sentence of absolution, which is passed upon such 
a penitent sinner according to the word of God, is count- 
ed sure and firm by the Lord; therefore, no one who 
truly repents ought to doubt in the least, that he is as- 
suredly received by God in mercy, as Christ saith, (John, 
chap. 20,) Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them. 


But now to proceed to the matter in hand : I ask thee, 


N., whether thou dost declare here with all thine heart. 


before God and his Church, that thou art sincerely sorry 
for the sin for which thou hast been justly cut off from 
the Church ? whether thou dost also truly believe, that the 
Lord hath forgiven thy sins for Christ’s sake, and there- 
fore art desirous to be reidmitted’ into the Church of 
Christ, promising henceforth to live in all godliness ac- 
cording to the command of the Lord ? 
Answer. Yes, verily. 


Then the minister shall further say : 

We, then, here assembled in the name and authority of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, declare thee, N., to be absolved 
from the bonds of excommunication; and do receive thee 
again into the Church of the Lord, and declare unto thee 
that thou art in the communion of Christ and of the holy 
sacraments, and of all the blessings which God bestoweth 
upon his Church : may the eternal God preserve thee 
therein, to the end, through his only-begotten Son Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Be therefore assured in thy heart, my beloved brother, 
that the Lord hath again received thee in mercy. Be dili- 
gent henceforward to guard thyself, that thou mayst not 
fall again into sin : love Christ, for many sins are for- 
given thee. 

And you, beloved Christians, receive this your brother 
with hearty affection; count him no longer as a stranger, 
but as a fellow-citizen with the saints, and of the household 
of God. And whereas we can have no good of ourselves, 
let us, praising and magnifying the Lord Almighty, im- 
plore his mercy, saying, 

Gracious God and Father, we thank thee, through Jesus 
Christ, that thou hast been pleased to give this our fellow. 
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brother repentance unto life, and us cause to rejoice in his 
conversion. We beseech thee, show him thy mercy, that 
he may become more and more assured in his mind of 
the remission of his sins, and that he may receive from 
thence inexpressible joy and delight, to serve thee. And 
whereas he hath heretofore by his sins offended many, 
grant that he may, by his conversion, edify many. Grant 
also that he may steadfastly walk in thy ways, to the end; 
and may we learn from this example, that with thee is 
mercy, that thou mayst be feared; and that we, counting 
him for our brother and co-heir of life eternal, may joint- 
ly serve thee with filial fear and obedience all the days of 
our life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name 
we thus conclude our prayer—Ovr Farner, etc. 
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FOR 


ORDAINING THE MINISTERS OF GOD'S WORD. 


The sermon and prayers being finished, the minister shall thus speak 
to the congregation : 

Betoven brethren, it is known to you that we have now 
at three different times published the name of our brother 
N., here present, to learn whether any person had aught to 
offer concerning his doctrine or life, why he might not be 
ordained to the ministry of the word. And whereas 
no one hath appeared before us who hath alleged any 
thing lawful against him, we shall therefore at present, in 
the name of the Lord, proceed to his ordination. For which 
purpose, you, beloved brother, and all those who are here 
present, shall attend to a short declaration taken from the 
holy Scriptures touching the ministry of reconciliation and 
the pastoral office. 

Weare not to look for the origin of this office in human 
appointment, but in God, our heavenly Father, who, being 


willing to call and gather a Church from among the cor- 


rupt race of men into life eternal, doth by a particular 
mark of his favor, use the ministry of men therein. Ac- 
cordingly, our Lord Jesus Christ, shortly before his ascen- 


a —————————— 


t 


59 


sion to heaven, gave to his apostles the commission, “ Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost, and lo! I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” Therefore Paul saith that the “Lord Jesus 
Christ hath given some apostles and some prophets and 
some evangelists and some pastors and teachers: for the . 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.” Thus we see that the 
pastoral office is an institution of Christ. 

In the ministry, thus divinely appointed, there is no 
superiority of rank or diversity of order, but all are pos-. 
sessed of the same authority, dignity, and power—being 
equally clothed with the right of preaching the Gospel, of 
administering the sacraments and discipline of Christ’s 
house, and of ordaining others to the same office. 

What this holy office of pastor enjoins, may easily be 
gathered from the very name itself; for, as it is the duty 
of the shepherd to feed, guide, protect, and rule the flock 
committed to his charge, so it is with regard to these spirit- 
ual shepherds who are set over the Church which God 
calleth unto salvation and accounts as sheep of his pasture. 
4 The pasture with which these sheep are fed is the preach- 

ing of the Gospel, accompanied with prayer and the admin- 

istration of the holy sacraments. The same word of God 

is likewise the staff with which the flock is guided and 

ruled. Therefore the office of pastors and ministers of 
God’s word is 

First, That they shall faithfully explain to their flocks 

the word of the Lord, revealed by the writings of the pro- 

phets and apostles, and apply the same to the edification 

of the hearers, instructing, admonishing, comforting, and 

reproving according to every one’s need, preaching repent- 

; ance towards God and reconciliation to him through faith 


in Christ—and refuting from the holy Scriptures all schisms 
and heresies which are repugnant to the pure doctrine. . All 
this is clearly signified to us in holy writ, for the Apostle 
Paul saith that these “labor in the word,” and elsewhere he 
teacheth that this must be done “according to the measure 
or rule of faith.” He writes also, that a pastor “must 
rightly divide the word of truth.” In another place he 
proposes himself as a pattern to pastors, declaring that he 
hath “publicly from house to house taught and testified 
repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” But particularly we have a clear descrip- 
tion of their office, (in 2 Cor. 5 : 18-20,) where the Apostle 
thus speaketh: “And all things are of God who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us 
the ministry of reconciliation: to wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors 
for Christ as though God did beseech you by us; we pray 
you in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled to God.” 

So also concerning the refutation of false doctrine the 
same apostle saith, (Tit. 1 : 9,) that a minister must “hold 
fast the faithful word of God as he had been taught, that 
he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers.” _ 3 

Secondly. It is the office of the ministers publicly to call 
upon the name of the Lord in behalf of the whole congrega- 
tion. For that which the apostles say, “We will give our- 
selves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word,” is common to these pastors with the apostles to 


which Paul alluding speaketh thus to Timothy : “I exhort, 


therefore, that first of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks be made for all men; for 
kings and for all who are in authority, that we may lead a 
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quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty ; for 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Sav- 
jour.” 

Thirdly. Their office is to administer the sacraments 


- which the Lord has instituted as seals of his grace. As 


is evident from the command given by Christ to the apos- 
tles, and in them to all pastors : “Baptize them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” 
Likewise the Apostle speaking of the institution of the 
Lord’s supper saith, “For I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you.” 

Finally. Vt is the duty of the ministers of the word, 


‘together with the other elders, to maintain the discipline of 


the Church and to govern it in such manner as the Lord 
hath ordained. For Christ having spoken of the Christ- 
ian discipline, says to his apostles: ‘““Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven.” This is the rea- 
son why the pastors are in Scripture called “stewards of 
God, and bishops,” for they have the oversight of the house 
of God to the end that every thing may be done decently 
and in order, and also have authority to open and shut with 
the keys committed to them the kingdom of heaven, ac- 
cording to the charge given them by God. 

From these things may be learned what a glorious work 
the ministerial office is, yea, how highly necessary it is for 
man’s salvation, which is also the reason why the Lord wills 
that such an office should always remain. For Christ said, 
when he sent forth his apostles to officiate in this holy 
function, “Lo! I am with thee always, even unto the end of 
the world ;” where we see his pleasure is that this holy 
office should always be maintained on earth. And there- 
fore Paul exhorteth Timothy, “to commit that which he 
had heard of him to faithful men who are able to teach 
others,” as he also, having ordained Titus a minister, fur- 


ther commanded him “to ordain elders in every city.” 
(Tit. 1 : 5.) 

Forasmuch therefore as we, for the maintaining of this 
office in the Church of God, are now to ordain a new min- 
ister of the word, and have sufficiently spoken of the office 
of such persons, therefore you, beloved brother N., shall 
answer to the following questions which shall be proposed 
to you, to the end that it may appear to all here present 
that thou art inclined to accept this office as it has been 
described. 

First. Dost thou feel in thy heart that thou art lawfully 
called of God’s Church, and therefore of God himself, to 
this holy ministry ? 

Secondly. Dost thou believe the books of the Old and 
New Testament to be the word of God—the only rule of 
faith and practice; and dost thou cordially assent to all 
the articles of the Christian religion as they are taught in 
the Confession of Faith, Catechisms, and other standards 
of this Reformed Protestant Dutch Church; and dost 
thou purpose to continue in the same to the end of thy 
life as the perfect doctrine unto salvation; and dost thou 
also reject all heresies and schisms repugnant thereto 2 

Thirdly. Dost thou promise faithfully to discharge 
your office according to the same doctrine, and to adorn 
it with a godly life; also to submit thyself, in case thou 
shouldst become delinquent either in life or doctrine, to 
ecclesiastical admonition according to the public ordinance 
and constitution of the Reformed Protestant Dutch 
Church ?* 


Answer, Yes, truly, with all my heart. 
* Nore.—When the candidate to be ordained is at the same time 


to be installed, the proper questions in the Form for Installation shall 
here be asked, 
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Then the minister, who did demand those questions of him, and other 
ministers who are present, shall lay their hands on his head, and say: 

God our heavenly Father, who hath called thee to this, 
holy ministry, enlighten thee with his Holy Spirit, 
strengthen thee with his hand, and so govern thee in thy 
ministry, that thou mayst decently and fruitfully walk 
therein, to the glory of his name, and the propagation of 
the kingdom of his Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 


. 


Then the minister shall, from the pulpit, exhort the ordained minister, 
and the congregation, in the following manner : 

“Take heed, therefore, beloved brother, and fellow-ser- 
vant in Christ, unto yourself and to all the flock over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseer, to feed 
the Church of God which he hath purchased with his own 
blood: love Christ, and feed his sheep, taking the over- 
sight of them not by constraint, but willingly: not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, neither as being lord 
over God’s heritage, but as an example to the flock. Be 
an example of believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift 
that is in thee, meditate upon those things, give thyself 
wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear to all: 
take heed to thy doctrine, and continue steadfast therein. 
Bear patiently all sufferings and oppressions, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ, for in doing this thou shalt both 
save thyself and them that hear thee. And when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, thou shalt receive a crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away.” 

“ And you likewise, beloved Christians, receive this 
your minister in the Lord with all gladness, ‘and hold 
such in reputation :’ remember that God himself through 
him speaketh unto you and beseecheth you. Receive the 


word, which he, according to the Scripture, shall preach 
unto you, ‘not as the word of man, but (as it is in truth) 
-the word of God.’ Let the feet of those that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things, be 
beautiful and pleasant unto you. Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and submit yourselves 3; for they watch 
for your souls, as they that must give account, that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unpro- 
fitable for you. If you do these things, it shall come to 
pass, that the peace of God shall enter into your houses, 
and that you who receive this man in the name of a pro- 
phet, shall receive a prophet’s reward, and through his 
preaching, believing in Christ, shall through Christ inherit 
life eternal.” 

Since no man is of himself fit for any of these things, 
let us call upon God with thanksgiving : ; 

Merciful Father, we thank thee that it pleaseth thee, by 
the ministry of men, to gather a church to thyself unto 
life eternal, from amongst the lost children of men: we 
bless thee for so graciously providing the church in this 
place with a faithful minister: we beseech thee to qualify 
him daily more and more by the Holy Spirit, for the 
ministry to which thou hast ordained and called him: 
enlighten his understanding to comprehend thy holy word, 
and give him utterance, that he may boldly open his 
mouth, to make known and dispense the mysteries of the 
Gospel. Endue him with wisdom and valor, to rule the 
people aright over which he is set, and to preserve them 
in Christian peace, to the end that thy Church under his 
administration and by his good example, may increase in 
number and in virtue. Grant him courage to bear the 
difficulties and troubles which he may meet with in his 
ministry, that being strengthened by the comfort of thy 
Spirit, he may remain steadfast to the end, and be received 
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with all faithful servants into the joy of his Master. Give 
thy grace also to this people and church, that they may 
becomingly deport themselves towards this their minis- 
ter; that they may acknowledge him to be sent of thee; 
that they may receive his doctrine with all reverence, and 
submit themselves to his exhortations. To the end that 
they may, by his word, believing in Christ, be made par- 
takers of eternal life. Hear us, O Father, through thy 
beloved ‘Son, who hath thus taught us to pray—Ouvr 
Fatuer, eto, 


XI. 


FORM 


FOR THE 


INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR. 


Beovep brethren, it is known unto you that we have at 
three separate times published to you the name of our 
brother, N., here present, who has accepted your call to 
become your spiritual teacher, to learn whether any per- 
son had aught to allege concerning his doctrine or life, 
why he might not be installed as pastor of this church : 
And whereas no lawful objection has been presented, we 
shall, therefore, in the name of the Lord, now proceed to 
his installation. 

For the advancement of His glory in the salvation of 
the children of men, it hath mercifully pleased the great 
Head of the Church, not only to ordain the ministry of 
reconciliation, but to institute various offices in his Church. 
Accordingly, the Apostle declares that the Lord Jesus 
Christ hath given some “apostles, and some prophets, 
and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ.” The offices thus 
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enumerated are both extraordinary and ordinary: The 
former have ceased, as the occasions which called for their 
services have passed; but the latter continue, and will 
remain in the Church during. the entire dispensation of 
grace. These ordinary and perpetual officers are teachers 
and bishops, or pastors. The pastoral office is the first in 
the Church both in dignity and usefulness. It is consti- 
tuted by the Head of the Church when one of his minis- 
tering servants is set over a particular church or people 
as their spiritual teacher, shepherd, and overseer. It be- 
longs to his office to pray for and with his people, as their 
mouth unto God; to read the sacred Scriptures publicly 
in the sanctuary to the people; to feed the flock committed 
to his charge with the pure word of God; to dispense the 
holy sacraments agreeably to the institution of Christ ; to 
maintain Christian discipline; to edify the congregation, 
and especially the youth, by catechetical and biblical in- 
struction; to administer comfort to the sick and afilicted ; 
to lead the inquiring and troubled in mind to the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ, to 
fulfill the whole work of the Gospel ministry. 

In the discharge of these duties he is entitled to the cor- 
dial codperation of the people of his charge, and more es- 
pecially of the elders, deacons, and members of the church. 
They should see that he is so sustained as to be free from 
distracting, worldly cares ; should cherish towards him 
all suitable respect ; be bound to him in ardent affection ; 
be tender of his reputation; assistant to him in their 
counsels ; wait upon his ministry with punctuality and 
attention; commend him and his labors, by prayer, to 
the blessing of the God of all grace; and, in every possi- 
ple manner, endeavor to be fellow-helpers with him in 
saving souls and advancing the kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Thus, while the pastoral office-requires on the part of 
him who is honored with it all faithfulness, diligence, care, 
and cireumspection, it demands, on the part of the people, 
all proper support, encouragement, and obedience in the 
Lord towards him who is set over them. These mutual 
duties are enjoined by the Apostle when he exhorts: 
“Obey them who have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves, for they watch for your souls as they that 
must give account, that they may do it with joy and not 
with grief;” and again, “ We beseech you to know them 
which labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and to esteem them very highly in love for their works’ 
sake.” 7 

Forasmuch, then, as you, beloved brother, have been 
regularly called by the proper authorities to take charge 
of this Church, and you have signified your acceptance of 
this call, we shall now, in the name of the Lord, propose 
to you the following questions, that all here present may 
know whether you are inclined to discharge the duties of 
the pastoral office, as they have been described, 

First. Dost thou believe the books of the Old and New 
Testament to be the word of God, the only rule of faith 
and practice ; and dost thou cordially assent to-all the ar- 
ticles of the Christian religion, as they are taught in the 
Confession ‘of Faith, Catechisms, and other standards of 
the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church; and dost thou 
purpose to continue in the same to the end of thy life, as 
the perfect doctrine unto salvation ; and dost thou reject 
all heresies and schisms repugnant thereto 2 

Secondly. Dost thou feel in thy heart that thou art law- 
fully called of God’s Church, and theréfore of God himself, 
to the office of the holy ministry, and are you now willing 
to take the charge of this church as their pastor, agreeably 
to your declaration in accepting this call ? , 
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Thirdly. Dost thou conscientiously believe and declare, 
as far as you know your own heart, that in assuming this- 
pastoral relation you are influenced by a sincere desire to 
promote the glory of God, and the good of his Church ? 

Fourthly, Dost thou solemnly promise that, by the as- 
sistance of the grace of God, you will faithfully discharge 
all the duties of a pastor to this church and congregation ; 
that you will preach the word of God in sincerity, admin- 
ister the sacraments in purity ; maintain proper discipline 
in the house of Christ, and do all in your power to pro- 
mote the cause of the Redeemer among this people, by 
using your ministerial influence for the support of all 
those institutions of benevolence which have been organ- 
ized and maintained in our Reformed Protestant Dutch 
Church ? 

Fifthly. Dost thou also promise to maintain a deport- 
ment in all respects becoming a minister of the Gospel, 
and to submit thyself, in case thow shouldst become de- 
linquent either in life or doctrine, to ecclesiastical admo- 
nition, according to the public ordinance and constitution 
of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church ? 

Answer. Yes, truly, with all my heart. 


Then the minister who propounded these questions shall say : 

God, our heavenly Father, who hath called thee to the 
office of the ministry, and to take the oversight of this 
church, énlighten thee with his Holy Spirit, strengthen 
thee with his hand, and so govern thee in thy ministry 
that thou mayst decently and fruitfully walk therein, to 
the glory of his name, and to the advancement of the 
kingdom of his Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The congregation having been requested to arise, the officiating minis- 
ler shall say: 

And inasmuch, beloved brethren, as the duties con- 
nected with the pastoral relation are mutual, we would 


propose to the consistory and members of this church 
and congregation the following questions, that it may ap- 
pear that our brother is set over you in the Lord with 
your full consent, and that he has a reasonable prospect 
of comfort and usefulness, while fulfilling the work of the 
ministry among you: 

1. Do you continue to profess your readiness to receive 
in the name of the Lord the servant of Christ here present, 
whom you have called to be your pastor ? 

2. Do you promise to receive the word of truth from 
his mouth with meekness and love ; and to submit to him 
in the due exercise of the duties of his office ? 

3. Do you promise to cherish toward him all proper” 
respect and affection; to encourage him in his holy work; 
to commend him to God in your prayers for His blessing, 
and to assist him in his labors for your spiritual edifica- 
tion ? 

4. Do you engage to continue to him while he is your 
pastor, that competent worldly maintenance which you 
have promised, and whatever else you may see needful 
for the honor of religion and his comfort among you ? 


_ The congregation by their officers having signified their assent to these 

duties, the presiding minister of the Classis, or some other appointed 
’ for the purpose, shall exhort the newly-installed pastor and the congre- 
gation tn the following manner : 


“Take heed, therefore, beloved brother,” ete., (as in the 
Horm for the Ordination of a Minister.) - 
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THE FORM 


FOR 


_ORDAININ G ELDERS AND DEACONS, 


WHEN ORDAINED AT THE SAME TIME. 


Tf ordained separately, this form shall be used as occasion requires. 


Betovep Christians, you know that we have several 
times published unto you the names of our brethren here 
present who are chosen to the office of Elders and Dea- 
cons in this church, that we might know whether any per- 
son had aught to allege why they should not be set apart 
to their respective offices. And whereas no lawful objec- 
tion hath been alleged against them, we shall in the name 
of the Lord proceed to induct them into the same. 

But first, we invite your attention to a short declaration 
from the word of God, concerning the office and duties of 
Elders and Deacons. The word Elder, which is derived 
from the Old Testament, and signifies a person who is 
placed in an honorable office of government over others, 
is applied to two sorts of persons who minister in the 
Church of Jesus Christ : for the Apostle saith, “The el- 
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ders that rule well shall be counted worthy of double 
honor, especially they who labor in the word and doc- 
trine.” Hence it is evident, that there are two sorts of 
elders in the apostolic Church; the former whereof did 
labor in the word and doctrine, and the latter did not. 
The first, were the ministers of the word and pastors who 
preached the word and administered the sacraments ; but 
the others, though they did not labor in the word, yet 
served the Church, by taking the oversight thereof, and 
ruling the same with the ministers of the word. For 
Paul (Rom. 12) having spoken of the ministry of the word, 
and also of the office of distribution or deaconship, speaketh 
afterwards particularly of this office, saying, “He that 
ruleth let him do it with diligence.” In another place, he 

~ counts “ governments” among the gifts and offices which 
God hath instituted in his Church. (1 Cor. 12.) In like 
manner we find the Apostle exhorting the elders of the 
church of Ephesus “to take heed to themselves and to 
the flock over which the Holy Ghost had made them 
overseers.” 

It is moreover proper that such officers should be joined 
to the ministers of the word in the government of the 
Church, that there may be no lording over God’s heritage, 
which can sooner creep in when the government is’in the 
hands of one alone, or a very few. And thus the minis- 


ters of the word, together with the elders, form an as-’ 


sembly or council of the Church, representing the whole 
body to which Christ alludes when he saith, “ tell the 
Church,” which can in no wise be understood of all and 
every member of the Church in particular, but very pro- 
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perly of those who govern the Church out of which they” 


are chosen. 


Therefore, in the Jirst place, the office of the elders is, 
together with the ministers of the word, to take the epis- 
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copacy or oversight of the church which is committed to 
them. In the discharge of their duties they are to admit 
to its communion such as profess faith in Christ and re- 
pentance for their sins, diligently to look whether every 
one properly deports himself in his doctrine and life ; to 
admonish those who behave disorderly ; to prevent as 
much as possible the sacrament from being profaned ; to 
exercise the discipline of the Church against such as offend, 
and to receive them again when penitent, to the household 
of faith. 

Secondly. Since the Apostle enjoineth that all things 
shall be done decently and in order, therefore it is also the 
duty of the elders to pay regard to all Christian ordi- 
nances, and in all things which relate to the welfare of the 
Church, to assist the ministers of the word with good 

-council, to visit the sick, comfort the afflicted, and to be 
faithful advisers of all the flock committed to their care. 

Thirdly. It is their duty particularly to have regard 
unto the doctrine and life of the ministers of the word, 
that all things may be directed to the edification of the 
Church; and that no strange doctrine be taught, according 
to that which we read (Acts 20) where the Apostle ex- 

* horteth the elders to watch diligently against the wolves 
who might come into the sheep-fold of Christ; for the 
performance of which the elders are in duty bound dili- 
gently to search the word of God and continually to be 
meditating on the mysteries of faith. r 

Concerning the Deacons; of the origin and institution 
of their office we may read (Acts 6) where we find that the 
apostles themselves did in the beginning serve the poor, 
“ At whose feet was brought the price of the things that 
were sold: and distribution was made unto every man, 
according as he had need, But afterwards, when a mur- 
muring arose, because the widows of the Grecians were 
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neglected in the daily’ministration,” men were chosen (by 
the advice of the apostles) who should make the service 
of the poor their peculiar business, to the end that the 
apostles might continually give themselves to prayer, and to 
the ministry of the word. And this has been continued from 
that time forward in the Church, as appears from Rom. 12, 
where the Apostle, speaking of this office, saith, “He that 
giveth, let him do it with simplicity.” And 1 Cor, 12:28, 
speaking of helps, he means those, who are appointed in 
the church to help and assist the poor and indigent in time 
of need ; from which passages we may easily gather what 
the deacons’ office is. 

In the first place, it is their duty to collect and preserve 
with the greatest fidelity and diligence the alms which are 
given to the poor, to endeavor that sufficient means be 
provided for the same. 

The second part of their office consists in distribution, 
wherein not only is godly discretion required to bestow 
the alms only on the proper objects of charity, but also 
cheerfulness and simplicity to assist the poor with becom- 
ing sympathy, hearty affection, and also with comfortable 
words from Scripture—all which the Apostle requires 
when speaking of the duties of this office. 

To the end therefore, beloved brethren, N. N., that every 
one may hear that you are willing to take your respective 
offices upon you, ye shall answer to the following ques- 
tions. : 

And in the first place L ask you, both elders and ‘dea- 
cons, whether ye do not feel in your hearts, that ye are 


lawfully called of God’s Church, and consequently of God 


himself, to these your respective holy offices ? 
Secondly, Whether ye believe the books of the Old and 
New Testament to be the only word of God, and the per- 
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fect doctrine of salvation, and do reject all doctrines ie 
nant thereto ? 

Thirdly. Whether ye promise, deeeeily to said doc- 
trine, faithfully, according to your ability, to discharge 
your respective offices, as they are here described: ye 
elders in the government of the church together with the 
ministers of the word: and ye deacons in the ministration 
to the poor? Do ye also jointly promise to walk in all 
godliness, and to submit yourselves, in case ye should 
become remiss in your duty, to the admonitions of the 
church ?—Upon which they shall answer, Yes. 


Then the minister shall say : 


The Almighty God and Father replenish you all with 
his grace, that ye may faithfully and fruitfully discharge 
your respective offices. Amen. 


The minister shall further exhort them, and the whole congr gations im 
the following manner : 

Therefore, ye elders, be diligent in the oeetiien of 
the church which is committed to you, and the ministers 
of the word. Be also, as watchmen over the house and 
city of God, faithful to admonish and to caution every one 
against his ruin. Take heed, that purity of doctrine, and 
godliness of life be maintained in the Church of God. 
And, ye deacons, be diligent in collecting the alms, prudent 
and cheerful in the distribution of the same: assist the op- 
pressed, provide for the true widows and orphans, show 
liberality unto all men, but especially to the household of 
faith. 

Be ye all with one accord faithful in your offices, and 
hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience, being 
good examples unto all the people. In’so doing you will 
purchase to yourselves a good degree, and great boldness in 
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the faith which is in Christ Jesus, and hereafter enter into 
the joy of your Lord. On the other hand, beloved Christ- 
ians, receive these men as servants of God: count the 
elders that rule well worthy of double honor, give your- 
selves willingly to their inspection and government. Pro- 
vide the deacons with abundant means to assist the indi- 
gent. Be charitable, give liberally, and contribute willing- 
ly. Each of you, doing these things in your respective 
callings, shall receive of the Lord the reward of righteous- 
ness. But since we are unable of ourselves, let us. call 
upon the name of the Lord, saying : 

O Lord God and heavenly Father, we thank thee that 
it hath pleased thee, for the better edification of thy Church, 
to ordain in it, besides the ministers of the word, rulers 
and assistants, by whom thy Church may be preserved in 
peace and prosperity, and the indigent assisted; and that 
thou hast at present granted us in this place, men who 
are of good testimony, and we hope endowed with thy 
spirit. We beseech thee, replenish them more and more 
with such gifts as are necessary for them in their minis- 
tration; with the gifts of wisdom, courage, discretion, and 
benevolence, to the end that every one may, in his respect- 
ive office, acquit himself as is becoming; the elders in taking 
diligent heed unto the doctrine and conversation, in keep- 
ing out the wolves from the sheep-fold of thy beloved 
’ Son, and in admonishing and reproving disorderly per- 
sons. In like manner, the deacons in carefully receiving, 
and liberally and prudently distributing of the alms to the 
poor, and in comforting them with thy holy word. Give 
grace both to the elders and deacons, that they may. per- 
severe in their faithful labor, and never become weary by 
reason of any trouble, pain, or persecution of the world. 
Grant also thy divine grace to this people, over whom they 
are placed, that they may willingly submit themselves to 
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the good exhortations of the elders, counting them worthy 
of honor for their work’s sake; give also unto them libe.. 
ral hearts towards the poor, and to the poor grateful 
hearts towards those who help and serve them; to the 
end that every one acquitting himself of his duty, thy 
holy name may thereby be magnified, and the kingdom of 
thy Son Jesus Christ enlarged, in whose name we conclude 
our prayer, ete, 


XIV. 


OF FOTO ae 


FOR THE 


DEDICATION OF A CHURCH. 


(AT THE CLOSE OF A SERMON.) 


Ler the congregation now arise, that we may solemnly 
dedicate this house to the service of the triune God! 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which is, and 
was, and is to come, the whole earth is full of thy glory! 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty ; for all that is in 
the heaven and in the earth are thine. Now, therefore, 
we thank thee, O God, and praise thy glorious name. 

But who are we, that we should be able to offer so will- 
ingly after this sort? or all things come of thee, and of 
thine own do we give thee. O Lord our God, all this 
store that we have prepared to build thee an house for 
thine holy name, cometh of thine hand and is all thine 
own, : 

Now behold, O Lord our God, and look unto this place 
where we are gathered in thy name; and have respect to 
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the prayer of thy servants and to their supplication, to 
hearken unto the cry and the prayer that thy servants 
pray before thee this day, to take for thine own this house 
which we would give thee! ; 

O Lord God, who art from everlasting to everlasting, 
and whose kingdom is without end, Maker of heaven and 
earth and sea, and all that in them is; King of kings and 
Lord of lords, Law-giver, Defender, and Judge alone; to 
thee we dedicate it. 

Holy and blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
three Persons in one God; to Thee we dedicate it. 

Father of all who believe in Jesus, God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, here meet thou with thy children, 
teach them, strengthen them, and bless them; to Thee 
we dedicate it. 

Son of God, the Only-begotten of the Father, Head 
over all things, the Lord our Righteousness, Saviour, 
Shepherd, High-Priest, and Advocate, here draw all men 
unto thee; here sprinkle thy ransomed ones with thine 
atoning blood; here make thy flock to lie down in green 
pastures beside the living waters; here be thou a shadow 
from the heat and a refuge from the tempest; and, while 
thy people worship in the outer sanctuary, pray for them 
within the Holiest of all; to Thee we dedicate it. 

Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
who didst come down upon our Lord Jesus beside Jordan, 
and upon the Church at the Pentecost, who takest up thine 
abode in all believers, Comforter, Inspirer, Sanctifier, here 


display thy power, succeed thy truth, give hope to the 


penitent and gladness to the mourner. Subdue thy foes, 
hallow thy Church, and accomplish all the glory of re- 
demption ; to Thee we dedicate it. 

Arise, O Lord, into thy rest, thou and the ark of thy 
strength! 


But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth ? 
Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens can not contain 
thee ; how much less this house which we have builded ? 
Yet dwellest thou also with him that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit. So be thine eyes opened toward this house 
night and day ; and toward the place of which thou hast 
said, My name shall be there ; and hearken thou unto the 
supplication of thy servants and of thy people Israel when 
they shall pray toward this place; and hear thou in 
heaven, thy dwelling-place ; and when thou hearest, for- 
give. Dwell thou with us in thy tabernacle, while we 
are yet in the wilderness ;.then take us up to thy house 
in heaven, that we may dwell with thee for ever. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest 
Joseph like a flock: thou that dwellest between the 
cherubim, shine forth. 


How dreadful is this place! This is none other but 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven! 


~ 
- 


. XV. 


OPFICE 


FOR THE 


CONFIRMATION OF MARRIAGE. 


BixssEp is every one that feareth the Lord; that walk- 
eth in his ways. Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be 
well with thee. 


a 


In the name of Almighty God, I demand of each of you 
here present, that if ye know any good reason why these 
persons, and should not be joined in 
marriage, ye do now declare the same as ye would an- 
swer before the Searcher of hearts. 


God created man in his own image, and said: It is not 
good that man should be alone, I will make a help meet 
for him. And the Lord God brought unto the man the 
woman whom he had made. And Adam said: This is 
now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. Therefore — 
shall a man leave father and mother and cleaye unto his 
wife ; and they twain shall be one flesh. 

Marriage thus ordained of God in Eden, was confirmed 

4% 


at the wedding in Cana of Galilee by the gracious presence 
and the first miracle of our divine Lord Jesus Christ; who 
hath also said, What God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder. Moreover, his holy apostle Paul has com- 
mended unto the husband the example of Christ in loving 
his church, and unto the wife the willing subjection of the 
church unto Christ as her head. Whence we leatn that 
marriage is well-pleasing to God our Saviour, and most 
honorable to all who live worthily therein. 

You who are the bridegroom, are to remember that God 
has set you to be the head of your wife, that you, ac- 
cording to your ability, may guide her with discretion. 
You are to cherish her as your own body, to sustain, honor, 
and defend her, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in 
health. 

You who are the bride, are to honor your husband as 
the head of the household according to the word of God ; 
to love and cherish him in joy and in sorrow, in sickness 
and in health; that you may be truly a help meet for him 
through all the duties, trials, and changes of this mortal 
life. 

And you both are to remember that the happiness of 
your union is to be found in mutual kindness, confidence, 
affection, and fidelity. . 

I, therefore, a minister of the blessed Gospel, charge 
and entreat you to seek the help of God in all your duties, 
that his grace may make your union fruitful of comfort in 
this life and a furtherance of your everlasting salvation to 
the glory of his holy name. 


(May be omitted.) 


[LET US PRAY. 


O most holy and most merciful Lord God, we beseech 
thee for these thy servant and handmaid, that they may, 
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with a reverent trust in thee, enter into the Covenant of 
marriage, as they now propose, and truly keep all the vows 
which they are about to make according to thy word. 
Grant this, O our Father, with the forgiveness of our sins, 
through Christ thy Son. Amen. | 


Then the minister shall bid the man and the woman to 
join their right hands ; which being done, he shall say to 
the man: 


Dost thou, , take this woman, , before 


God and these witnesses to be thy wife? 


The man shall answer. Yus. 


Dost thou promise to love her faithfully ; never to for- 
sake her; to maintain and defend her ; to live holily with 
her; and to keep faith and truth with her in all things ac- 
cording to the holy Gospel ? 

Answer. Yus. 

The minister shall then say to the woman : 


: before God 


Dost thou, , take this man, 
and these witnesses to be thy husband ? 

Answer. YES. 

Dost thou promise to love him faithfully ; never to for- 
sake him ; to be obedient to him ; to live holily with him ; 
and to keep faith and truth with him in all things accord- 
ing to the holy Gospel? 

Answer. YuS. 


; : [When a ring is used, 
To the man: What pledge dost thou give that thou 
wilt perform these thy vows ? 


The man shows the ring. 


To the woman: Dost thou receive this ring in token of 
the same on thy part ? 


Then the man, the minister guiding his hand, shall place 
the ring on the fourth finger of her left hand.| 


LET US PRAY. 


O God, our heavenly Father, thou hast heard these pro- 
mises of thy servant and handmaid to each other; merci- 
fully condescend to unite their hearts and lives by all the 
grace and true affection of a happy marriage. May their 
love never know change, or doubt or decay. May they 
be blessed in the knowledge of Christ thy Son ; blessed in 
each other—the husband in the wife, the wife in the hus- 
band ;, blessed in all the relations they now sustain or may 
hereafter sustain; blessed in their home, in their basket 
and in their store, in their trials and in their comforts ; 
blessed in life, blessed in death, and blessed in eternity 
through Jesus our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 


Then the minister shall say : 


Now in the name of Almighty God, whose servant Iam, 
I pronounce you husband and wife. 

The Father of all mercies, who of his grace hath called 
you to this holy state of marriage, bind you in true love 
and faithfulness, and grant you his blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 

[Or this :* 

The Lord cause his face to shine upon you, and be gra- 
cious unto you! 

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace !] 


Then the minister shall say to the company of witnesses : 


Whom God hath joined together, let man not put asun- 
der. Amen, 
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~ _ THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 


The Serbice at the Bouse. 


PREFACES. 
(One or more of which may be read at discretion.) 


Ir is better to go to the house of mourning than to go 
4 to the house of feasting; for that is the end of all men, 
and the living will lay it to heart. 

Let us weep with those that weep; and let our prayer 
also be in their calamities. 

Affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth 
trouble spring out of the ground. See now, saith the 
Lord, I, even I, am he, and there is no God beside me. | 
kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; neither is there 
any that can deliver out of my hand. 

The Lord destroyeth the hope of man. The Lord pre- 
vaileth against him and he passeth, He changeth his 
countenance and sendeth him away. 

’ It is of. the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed ; 
because his compassions fail not. Like as 4 father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fearhim. For 
he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 
Though he cause ae yet will he have compassion © 
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accor than a of ‘his mereies. For he doth bee 
riot eae the children of men” b 

Despise not the chastening of the Lord) neither faint 7% 
when thou art rebuked of him ; for whom the Lord loveth, 
he Chastenéth, and scourgeth wary son whom he receiveth. 

, Now, no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy- . 
ous but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the - = 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them which are ex- 
ercised thereby. Wherefore, lift up the hands that hang 
down, and the feeble knees. 

For we have not an High-Priest which can not be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us, there- . 
fore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

Leave thy fatherless children, (saith the Lord ;) I will 
preserve them alive ; and let thy widows trust in me. 

A father of the fatherless and a judge of the widow is 
God in his holy habitation. 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take me up. 

There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 

And Jesus loyed Martha and her sister and Lazarus; 
Then said Martha unto Jesus: Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died; but I know that even now 
whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee, 
Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. Mar- 
tha said unto him, I know that he shall rise at the resur- 
rection of the just. 


Da xoR AN uvant  Afrela 2 San. /f.3 
Celene David said, while the child-was yet alive, I fasted 
ait wept, for I said, who can tell whether God will be 
gracious unto me that the child may live? But now he 
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4 is dead, wherefore should I fast 2 him back 
dee A again? I shall go to him; but he shall not réturn to me. 


CC28$- And they brought young children to Him that he should 

THG touch them ; and his disciples rebuked those that brought 

4 them. But when Jesus saw it he was much displeased, 
— and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven. Verily, I say unto you, whosoever shall not 
oe the kingdom of heaven as a little child, he shall 

Yessors enter therein. 

Atv aico heed that ye despise not one of these little ones ; 
ew" — for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. Unf. Wl 

For the Son of Man is come to save that which was 
lost. How think ye? If aman have a hundred sheep, 
and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the 
ninety and nine and goeth into the mountains and seeketh 
that which is gone astray? And if so be that he find it, 
verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep than 
of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so 
it is not the will of your Father that one of these little 
ones should perish. 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 

A bruised reed he will not break, nor will he quench 
the smoking flax. 

Jesus wept. 


; 


' PRAYER. 


O God, merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hast said, Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted; under the shadow of thy judgments we 
come to thee and acknowledge thee to be the Lord alone. 
Thou hast entered this house with thy chastenings; oh! 
be thou nigh in thy tender compassion to these afflicted 
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ones, Bless thy sorrowing servants with thy consolations, 
which are neither few nor small. 


Convert them wholly to thyself, and fill their bleeding 
hearts with thy love. Make the night of their grief to be + 


light by thy grace. 

Deliver us thy servants, we pray thee, from the bond- 
age of our sins, that we may be free from fear of death, 
and be ready at thy coming. Yea, Lord, for Christ’s 
sake, sanctify us by thy Holy Spirit, that whether we live, 


we may live unto the Lord, or whether we die, we may, ae 
die unto the Lord; whether we live or die, we may be «= 


the Lord’s. Amen. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, ete. 


» The Service at the Church. 


[Uf the service be performed in whole at the house, then a part of 
the following may be used in connection with the preceding form.) 


Here the Ninetieth Psalm may be read as an Invocation, and a 
Funeral Hymn may be sung. 


Then let there be read two portions of Scripture, from the Gospel 
and the Epistles. The following are suitable passages. 


Hear the comfortable words of the Gospel of our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ, as they are written in the eleventh 
- chapter of Saint John. 

Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. But I know that, even 
now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it 
thee. Jesus said unto her, Thy brother shall rise again, 
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in 
the Resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I 
am the Resurrection, and the Life : he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never dic. Believest 
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thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, Lord : I believe that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come 


into the world. 
Or this: 


Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, in the 
fifth chapter of Saint John: ~ 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed 
from death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God : and they that hear shall live. 
For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to 
the Son to have life in himself; and hath given him au- 
thority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son 
of Man. Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
Resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the Resurrection of damnation. 

Then, before the second portion of Scripture, may be read one or 
more of these sentences : 

DEATH. 

By one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin, and so death hath passed upon all men, because that 
all have sinned. 

The living know that they must die, for there is one 
event unto all. 

There is no man that hath power over the spirit to re- 
tain the spirit; neither hath he power in the day of his 
death, and there is no discharge in that war ; neither shall 
wickedness deliver them that are given to it. 2 

They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in 
the multitude of their riches, none of them can by any 
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means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him, that he should live for ever and not see corruption. 

The wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish 
person perish, and leave their wealth to others, 

One dieth in his full strength, and his bones are moist- 
ened with marrow ; another dieth in the bitterness of his 
soul, and never eateth with any pleasure. They shall lie 
down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them. 
Every man shall follow them, as there are innumerable 
before them. 

As a cloud is consumed and vanisheth away ; so he that 
goeth down to the grave shall return no more. He shall 
return no more to his house, neither shall his place know 
him any more. His days are ended, his purposes are 
broken off, even the thoughts of his heart. 


Then let the second portion of Scripture be read, from 1 Oorin- 
thians 15 from v. 35 to the end. 


Or this, from Revelation 20: 


Hear also the Revelation of St. John : 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heayen fled away ; and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened : and another book was opened, which is the book 


of life : and the dead were judged out of those things | 


which were written in the books, according to their works, 
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in them : and 
they were judged every man according to his works, 


Or this, from Revelation 21: 


“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away ; and there 
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4 was no more sea. And I John saw the Holy City, New 
; Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, pre- 


E pared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard 
3 a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the Taber- 
. nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, 


4 and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away - 
all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain : for the former things are passed away. 


PRAYER, 


. O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies 
can not be numbered : Make us, we beseech thee, deeply 
sensible of the shortness and uncertainty of human life ; 
and let thy Holy Spirit lead us through this vale of misery, 

in holiness and righteousness, all the days of our lives : 

_. that when we shall have served thee in our generation, we 
may be gathered unto our fathers, having the testimony 
of a good conscience ; in the communion of the Christian 
Church ; in the confidence of a certain faith ; in the com- 
fort of a reasonable, religious, and. holy hope; in favor 
with thee our God, and in perfect charity with the world : 
all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


Amen. ; 
Bhe Service at the Grave, 


Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about 


the streets. 
What man is he that liveth, and: shall not see death ? 
| Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? 
: I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, write: - 
| Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 


forth. Yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest from their la- 
bors, and their works do follow them. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope by the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in hea- 
ven for you, who are kept by the power of God, through 

aith unto salvation. 


At the time of burial the minister shall say : 


The dust returns to dust, and the spirit unto God who 
gave it: therefore do we now commit the body of our 
departed brother to the earth (or deep) until that hour 
when earth and sea shall give up their dead, at the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ to judge the world. 


LET US PRAY. 


Almighty and everlasting God! we, thine unworthy 
servants, beseech thee for Christ’s sake to have pity 
upon us! From the borders of the grave, we cry unto 
thee ; for Christ’s sake have mercy on us, 

It hath pleased thee to call out of this world the soul of 
our departed friend whose body we have now brought for 
his burial. We humbly entreat thee that we may, with 
true penitence of heart, receive the warning of thy provi- 
dence, and consider that for reason of our guilt it is ap- 
pointed unto us to die, and that in a moment when we 
think not we may appear before thee. Yea, Lord, by 
reason because of our sins we lie in the midst of death. 
Spare us, O Lord, O most pitiful and long-suffering Lord 
God, spare us a little longer that we may take refuge in 
* Christ, abiding in him, that when he shall appear we may 

have confidence and not be ashamed at his coming, O 
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merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, suffer 
none of us to live without godliness and die without hope, 
but constrain us mightily by thy love, that we, being re- 
newed by thy grace and accepted through Christ’s inter- 
cession, may walk before thee in newness of life, and 
praise thee for ever among the assembly of the elect, 
where there shall be no more death, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away; which we implore for the sake of 
Him who has taught us to say, Our Faruer, etc. 


THE BLESSING. 


And may the God of Peace, who brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make us 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in us 
that which is well, pleasing in his sight through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


XVI. 


' CONFESSION OF FAITH, 


COMPOSED IN THE COUNCIL OF NICE, IN THE YEAR OF 
OUR LORD, 325. 


We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven and earth, and of all things’ visible and invisi- 
ble; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 
of God, begotten of his Father, before all worlds; God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 
all things were made: who for us men and for our salva- 
tion, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suf. 
fered and was buried, and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And in the 
Holy Ghost, who spake by the prophets, And one holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. We acknowledge one bap- 
tism for the remission of sins; we look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


XVIII. 


THE CREED OF ATHANASIUS, 


WRITTEN IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 333. 


1. Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is 
necessary that he hold the fatholic faith_—2. Which 
faith, except one do keep whole and undefiled, without 
doubt he shall perish everlastingly—3. The Catholic 
faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity.—4. Neither confounding the Persons 
nor dividing the Substance.—5. For there is'‘one Person 
of the Father, another of the Son, and another of the 
Holy Ghost.—6. But the Godhead of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, 
and the Majesty coéternal—v7. Such as the Father is, 
such is the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost.—8. The 
Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, and the Holy Ghost 
uncreated.—9. The Father incomprehensible, and the Son 
incomprehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. 
—10. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy 
Ghost eternal—t11. And yet there’ are not three Eter- 
nals; but one Eternal.—12. As also there are not three 
incomprehensibles, nor three Uncreated, but one Uncre- 
ated, and one incomprehensible.-—13. So likewise the 
Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy 
Ghost Almighty.—14. And yet there are not three Al- 
mighties, but one Almighty.—15. So the Father is God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God.—16, And 
yet there are not three Gods, but one God.—17, So like- 
wise the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy 
Ghost Lord.—18. And yet there are not three Lords, but 
one Lord.—19. For, as we are compelled by the Christian 


Truth to acknowledge each person by himself to be God | 


and Lord.—20. So we are forbidden by the Catholic Faith 
to say, there be three Gods or three Lords.—21. The 
Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten.— 
22. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor created, 
but begotten.—23. The Holy Ghost is of the Father, and 
of the Son, neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but 
proceeding.—24. So there is one Father, not three 
Fathers ; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not 
three Holy Ghosts.—25. And in this Trinity, there is not 
first nor last, nor greater nor less.—26. But the whole 
three persons are coéternal together, and coéqual.—27. 
So that in all things, as it is aforesaid, the Unity in Trin- 
ity, and Trinity in Unity, is to be worshipped.—28. He 
therefore that will be saved, must thus think of the Trin- 
ity.—29. Furthermore, it & necessary to everlasting sal- 
vation, that he also believe rightly the Incarnation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.—30, For the right Faith is, that we 
believe and confess, that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, is God and Man.—31. God of the Substance of 
the Father, begotten before the world; and Man of the 
Substance of his Mother, born in time.—382. Perfect God 
and perfect man, having a reasonable Soul and a human 
Body.—33. Equal to the Father, according to his God- 
head : and inferior to the Father as to his manhood.—384, 
Who, although he be God and Man, yet he is not two 
but one Christ.—35. One, not by conversion of the God- 
head into Flesh, but by taking of the Manhood into God. 
—36. He is not one by mixture of Substance, but one by 
unity of Person.—37. For the reasonable Soul and Flesh 
is one Man; so God and Man is one Christ.—38. Who 
suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again 
the third day from the dead.—39. He ascended into 
heaven, sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. 
—40. From whence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead.—41. At whose coming, all men shall rise again 
with their bodies—42, And shall give account for their 
own works.—43, And they that have done good, shall go 
into everlasting life, and they that have done evil, into 
everlasting fire.—44, This is the Catholic Faith, which 
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved. 
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